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PRESIDENT’S PAGE

LIBRARIANS MAKE
THE DIFFERENCE

Mosl al vou have
probably had experiences
similar to mine. They
aften occur while | am
traveling, but sometimes

they happen in my home
lown or even an the cam-
pus where | work. |
encounter a stranger and
we sirike up a conversa-
tion.  When we get
around to lalking aboud
what we do for a living, |
am often fascinated by the reaction | see
when | tell my new acquaintance that | am
a librarian.

Why do librarians often receive pecu-
liar reactions when someone finds out
what we do for a living? MNumerous indi-
viduals have conducted research an this
subject and you have probably read your
share of essays on the topic. My simplis-
lic assessment is that most people do not
understand the range of our responsibili-
ties and whal we de on a daily basis.
Don’t vou wish vou had a dollar for every
time someone thought that librarians
spend mast of thelr dav reading?

li is hurman nature to simplify and mis-
understand. When we do not comprehend
and appreciate something, we are less like-
W to be a strong advocate for its welfare.
The misconceplions thal people have
about us, parficularly those that influence
the allocation of resources to libraries, are
detrimental to both the work that we per-
farm and the salaries that we receive.

Mast local and state libraries, as well
as library organizations such as the Mis-
sissippi and American Library associa-
tions, focus their outreach efforts on the
benefils thal libraries bring to their com-
munities, We often neglect fo mention
the contributions that individuals make,
et we all know that little of the good that
libraries contribute to a community would
accur if it were not for the dedication of

Terry Latour

vou and your colleagues,

Mitch Freedman, pres-
ident of the American
Library Associaticn, is
helping us to realize that
our modesty s preventing
us trom being strong
advocates for the individ-
uals who make libraries
the important educational
and social organizations
that they are, Through his
efforts, the American
Library Association has
launched the Campaign
for American Librari-
ans. He created a Task Force on Better
Salaries and Fay Equity for Library Work-
ers with the charge of developing training
and resource malerials o help us raise
public awareness about the importance of
library workers.

At the ALA conference this summer,
Billy Beal, our ALA Councilor, and
aftended an advocacy workshop held by
the Task Force., We made a commitment
to return to the State and share with you
the ideas and tools that we learned about
At the MLA conference in October and
possibly at the MLA National Library
Week workshop in January, we will be
conducting mini-workshops on this
theme. To prepare for these, we have
been gathering salary and comparable

warth information that may be uselul in
local and statewide advocacy efforts, |
vou have this type of information and are
willing to share i, we would like o hear
from you,

As Mitch Freedman has said, “Every-
ane loves libraries.  Unlorlunately, library
workers can’t continue to live on love
alone.” Good libraries, those that make a
significant contribution to the community
that they serve, need to have good, well
paid librarians. This seldom happens
without someone, or a group of individu-
als, assuming an activist role. Please join
me in being a stronger advocate for
library workers, as well as lor librares,
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The Emerging Virtual Reference Desk

By Larraine Sirom
SIS Graduate Student
The University of Southern Mississippi
desralne@datasync.com

In the last one hundred years, there
has been dramatic change in libraries and
library users, Mo longer an institution
serving a small group of residents salis-
fied with a good collection of fiction and
nonfiction, the library now struggles to
serve a very diverse group of demanding
users in increasingly remote locations.
The libranss reference area has been of
particular concern.  Perhaps one of the
biggesi challenges is the change in user
expectations. [t is estimated that half af all
the adults in the United Siates now use
the Internet. That is a 54% increase just
since 1998, (Grey 2000, 366) Users
who access the library collection from
remaote locations, or who cannol physical-
Iy come fo the librany, are a growing pop-
ulation with information needs. Libraries
are confronted with the realization that ref-
erence will have fo he offered not anly in
the traditional manner, bul also wvirtually.
Frovision of anline catalogs, hiblicgraphic
databases, and informational resources to
remode users has become an impartant
camponent of reference services. In addi-
tion, library collections are becoming
increasingly digital.  Digitization means
that library users expect more of their
information demands 1o be met online; as
digital resources increase, the dernand for
such resources will also increase.

DOES MNGITAL MEAN VIRTUAL?

It iz incorrect to think of a digital
library as a virtual library, though a digital
library has the potential of being a virtual
library. A digifal library is one thal stores
information primarily in an electronic or
digital form. Just having digital
resources, however, does not make a
library virtual, A virtwal library provides
remote users with almost all the services
of a physical library, and by providing

access to these digital rescurces. The
confusion of ferms between the virtual
and digital library ensues because most
virtual libraries are based on a digital col-
lection. Hopefullu, this dichotomy
between digital and virtual is just a transi-
tional phase. The ideal would be a uni-
versal wirtual library, a vast depository of
digital information with increasingly
improved indexing, extraction and sum-
marizalion lechniques accessible from
anywhere in the world by any remote
user. |t would be a full library without
walls or national baundaries (Sreenivasulu
2000, 14). The library would become a
cybrany and the librarian a cybrarian,

TESTING VIRTUAL SERVICES

Currently, there are a few virtual
libraries that are now offering reference
service. The Virtual Reference Desk and
the Internet Public Library are just two.
The Virtual Reference Desk uses a “fre-
gquently asked question’ format and func-
tions as a site locator for information with
many links. The opening pages of the
Internet Public Library Reference area are
constructed visually to be similar to whal
you would find in a tradifional library, but
the sources accessed are digital. Email
questions are accepted. There is general-
lv a fast acknowledgement of an email
question, although the infermation
requested usually takes a bit longer to
acquire (genarally three to five days).

Az a test, this author emailed the Inter-
net Public Library Reference with a
request for a list of county and state fairs
and festivals in the U.5. and Canada.
Knowing that the Direcfaries in Frint lists
a Dhirectory of North American Fairs, Fes-
Mvals, and Cxposiions, the answer to the
request was eagerly anficipated. An
acknowledgement of the email request
was received that evening and the answer
was sent by email three days later.
Although the message was Iriendly and
personable, the answer merely stated that
the librarian had done a Google® search

for the information.

While the infarmation received was
relevant, it was not complete inflormalion,
Na mention was made of Directories in
Print or the Directory of North American
Fairs, Festivals, and Expositions, This
was disappointing, as many patrons
would already have done a Google®
search before ever conlacting the Interne
Public Library, One wanders how reli-
able a virtual reference service is il rele-
vanl information is ignored by librarians
wha rely an an Internet search without
ever consulting prind resources, as well,

VIRTUAL SERVICES: CONCERNS
A survey of academic libraries found
that 97.3% have Web sites and 4d 7%
have digital reference services. Mosl
quesiions are submitted and answered
through email or some type of chat or
Web software (Saunders 2001, 25).
There are some disadvantages to both the
user and the library when altempls are
made 1o move from the library to the
cybrary, however. Thomas A, Peters
states that “Our attempts to morph the
traditional mode of reference service to
meet the unfolding future of enviren-
ments may nol be particularly eflective,”
and points to the delay in reference
response by fraditional mail, phone, and
email, stating that none have been widely
acceptable or useful to the customer
(Peters 2000, 339). Librarians dislike
not being able to get visual clues such as
body language or facial expression in the
reference inlerview. Additionally, the
impersonal aspect of virtual reference is
dissatisfying. Librarians and library users
alike prefer in-person communication.
There is also great expense involved.
The switch to digital material is just the
first increase in costs.  Expensive hard-
ware and software are also necessary.
While prices may decline with fime and
some software is freely available, the
library must invest in the means to pro-
vide virtual relerence services. In addi-
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tion, there is an expense in providing
training fo both the library staff and the
user in fthe necessary skills to query and
respond to each other. Finding new per-
sonnel with the needed technological and
educational background is a challenge, as
i= securing the technical support for the
library hardware and software.

RELIABILITY OF
DIGITAL INFORMATION

There is also a concern about digital
information itself. In one case, it has
been found that impaortant military files of
Vietnam War POW and MIA data were
nearly lost because of the numerous
errors and omissions in the original digital
records. Ten to twenty percent of the
data tapes ol the Viking Mars mission
have been lost because magnetic data
lapes degrade and are unacceptable as an
archival storage medium {Marcus 1998,
5). In addition, the technology of today
will be superseded tomarrow,  Yesier-
day’s state of the art technology, such as
the old Decotape and Univac drives that
held vast amounls of government data,
cannot be read roday.

oubscriphions fo digital data, such as
information provided in e-journals, do not
always guarantee or include archival ser-
vices. In addition, the resistance to new
technology by both librarians and users
must be considered,  There is same fear,
from those who are comfartable with
technology as well as from those who are
nal, thal a mentality of “techno-lust™
leaves reasan in the dusl. They paint to
Abraham Maslow's statement that “when
the anly tool you own is 2 hammer, every
problem beging to resemble a nail™ (Ten-
nant, March 2001, 30). If too much
attention and foo much of the budget is
allocated to technaology, ofher materials
and services will suffer. Certainly,
libraries must judge their venture into
cybrarianship with caution,

CYBER SOLUTIONS
Some solutions, however, are begin-
ning to emerge. Chat reference is just in
its infancy and has a long way to go
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before it is as easy and spontaneous as an
in-person reference interview,  But there
are some ingxpensive and workable chat-
based utilities: same are even free.
Metscape's Instant Messenger®™ or
Microsolt's MSN Messenger Service™ are
used often in home computing and have
peen adopted by some libraries (Breeding
2001,45), Human-Click® and Live-
Helper™ are also utilities libraries have
selecled. [Mote: Human-Click is now part
of Live-Helper®.] For libraries that prefer
open source software, Temple Universily
has crealed a chat-based utility called
Camden® (Breeding, 2001, 42).
However, chat systems lack the
important element of visual contact that is
s important in a reference inferview.
Videaconferencing addresses this prab-
lem, and fortunately costs for this technol-
ogy have dropped dramatically in the past
three years with the intreduction of land-
lines that replace more expensive satellite
hook-ups (Apte 1997, 3). With some
success, the Universily of Michigan
attempted to use videoconferencing by
installing the necessary equipment in resi-
dence halls and at the main library.
Library science students man the equip-
ment and offer assistance, eliminating the
up-front cost of the student service by
obligaling the library to an expenditure of
dollars, personnel, and maintaining rigor-
ous schedules. They use videoconferenc-
ing software developed by Cornell Uni-
versity called CU-SeeMe®,  CU-SeeMe™
is available commercially, and a black-
and-white version of it is available in the
public domain and can be downloaded a
htip:/ A cu-seeme.nets. The commercial
version is far better bul is expensive and
requires specific equipment such as a
Fentium compuler and a major commit-
ment in training {(McGeachin 1999, 54).
Some remote control communication
is better suited 1o libraries, howewver, and
offers some semblance of one-o-one ser-
vice. This software allows the librarian
and the user to interactively share com-
puter screen displays and computer appli-
calions, including Internet browser ses-
sians, so librarians can visually demon-

strate applications for the user and see
what is happening on the user’'s screen,
as well. I a user is having a problem, the
librarian is able to view the user’s com-
puter screen, see what is happening, and
offer advice. The librarian can ‘push’
Internet pages to the user’s screen and, in
some cases, gain actual remote control of
the user’s computer in order fo correct a
problemn.  Using this technaology, they can
share such things as a hibliographic
database or an online catalog. 'Chat,’
‘iwpe-talk’ or whiteboard screens are usu-
ally included.

Some software is easily attainable.
eCain®™ software offers co-browsability and
is completely Web-based., MNeither the
library nor the user needs to insiall any
special hardware or software. I comput-
ers are provided access 1o the Inlernet,
lhen eCain® is available, & Web browser
confrols the remole sessions and toolbars
facilitate the information exchange. Win-
dows are used to view the remote user's
compuier screen. elain® can be
accessed at < http/ Awww . egain.com >
Another suitable program that allows co-
browsing is LivePerson®, It is also Web-
based, incurring no major cost, and can
be accessed at < http:/ A www liveper-
san.com > (Breeding, 2001, 43).

EVALUATING
VIRTUAL SERVICES

Evaluation of the virtual cybrary is
important in determining user satisfaction.
Technelogy is useless if it does not meet
the user's needs. Good evaluation is nee-
essary o justify costs and improve ser-
vices. [n a cybrary, session logs, exit
interviews, user polls, and transaction log
analysis can be used for evaluating the
cyber-reference service. Techniques from
Web-based businesses can be implemen-
ed with success. As an example, Cus-
tomer Relationship Management [CRM)
can offer some assistance to the user in
comlorl and ease of use, and to the
library in evaluating the effectiveness of
the service [Breeding 2001, 42). Using
CRM technigues, the holistic survey
approach of asking for user input, and

I BB
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keeping site statistics could answer such

fundamental gquestions as:

* Who are mvy users?

* Where do they spend the most time?

« \Where do they spend the least fime?

« \What frustrates them?

*  What information do they seek most?

*  Heow successlul is the software we are
using?

* \What opinions do users ofler?

Evaluation has to be a constant activity for

lhe successful cybrary,  Careful, logical,
assessment often leads to change to
improve user services.

Although technology has opened the
virtual doors for the cybrary, and the
cooperative soltware concept fulfills the
idea of a truly open and user-friendly
library, the user remains the focus of the
library, bath physical and wvirtual
Whether the users wall through real or
rechnological doors, their needs can be

Mississippi Libraries

met and they can be made to feel com-
fortable. While a good virtual librany and
reference desk can provide a technologi-
cal solution in providing access to infor-
mation remotely, they never lat the user
operate in technological isolation.
Instead, the ideal cubrary reference ser-
vice will make every ettort to fulfill the
user's needs in a personable way, like any
traditional librany
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Planning the Circulation Desk Layout
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One of the primary service points in
every library is the circulation service desk
in Access Services, Access Services
includes responsihilities of checking items
in and oul of a library's droulating collec
tion, reshelving materials, and shelf man-
agement, such as periodically reading and
‘edging the shelves, In addition, circula-
lion stafl provide access fo reserve materi-
als for short-erm loan. Very often salf in
the access services depariment discuss
policies fo respond to user needs, answer
directional questions, and resolve com-
plaints that may or may not directly relate
o circulation desk respansibilities, Chher
activities and services thal may be found
al the circulation warkstation include
interliorary loan requests and deliveries,
and document delivery of full text journal
arlicles, Sometimes, in response to spe-
cial user needs, circulation staff laan items
that range from computer laptops 1o fish-
ing rods and reels.

DESIGNING FOR SERVICE

The rask ol designing a circulation
desk that is both functional and aestheti-
cally pleasing is a difficuli ane.  Rather
than having a desk specifically designed
to suit their needs, many libraries simply
“make do” with what is available, [t
appears at fimes as though the circulation
desk and its work areas are the lorgolien
stepchild of the library rather than a pri-
mary focal point of service to library
users. MNumerous articles can be {ound

concerning the design of the reference
desk, but it appears that very little litera-
ture is available concerning the design of
the circulation desk. The sources avail-
able tend 1o focus an simple redesign
and/or ergonomic redesian of the circu-
lation desk in libraries but provide rather
dated information.

The circulation desk area is the VErY
first opportunity for a library o give the
public a posilive impression that says the
library user is the primary reason for
opening the doors to the library, Typical-
by, it is the first service point a PEFSCN 5885
when entering a library, I a library user
walks in the door and sees a randam
group of desks, shelves. or equipment
thrown together fo form a service area,
he/she may get the impression that the
collection or even management of the
library is organized in a similar fashian.
In preparation for this article, eight Missis-
sippi libraries, both public (5) and aca-
demic {3}, were toured to ask questions
regarding best practice and 1o view the
circulation service areas. We wanted 1o
gather infermation to make recommenda-
licns in the design and layoui ol the circu-
lation desk and its service poinis for the
new USM Gulf Coast Library completed
this August. O the eight libraries visited,
only three
desl areas,

ad newly designed circulation

I he ather five libraries we
visiled were all using older model or
makeshift circulation furniture.

GOOD, BAD AND UGLY

Twao of the libraries visited were public
libraries in the same county systemn. Both
libraries had been remaodeled at the same
tirne within the last five vears, and baoth
shared similar designs in the circulation
desk area, The desks were very open,
with user access from at least two sides of
the area. There was very little under-
counter shelving, drawers, or other
impediments to a comfortable warking
environment.  Modular units ware used
for storage, files, and the necessary shelw-
ing lor miscellanecus items, The uniis
were very aftractive in design, and the fab-
ric covering the modules was coordinated

with the upholstery of the chairs” seat cou-
ering.  Each had several shelves and one
file drawer per unit.  Circulation furnish-
ngs can be attractive as well as function-
al.

The third fibrary we visited was located
at a small private college.  According o
the director, the circulation desk furnilure
dated from the 1960, While the libran
itself had a decent collection and
appeared o offer excellent services 1o the
casual ohserver, the circulation desk
looked like a collection of old desks,
tables, and odds and ends shoved togeth.
er. The underside of the desk was almaost
completely enclosed with cahinetry and
shelving, making it difficult for staff to
work seated at the desh.

The fourth library we viewed was a
fairly new public library buill about five
years ago. [he circulation desk was
designed as a circular unit very similar 1o
desks found in many reference areas.
There was a certain amount of buili-in
under-counter storage. However, mast of
the storage space consisied of mobile
units for greater llexibiling.  There were
work desks built into the design so that
The only
real prablem with this desk was that cer-
tain parts were made of a thin melal that
eventually began 1o buckle under heawy
weight and was easily scratched and dent-
ed.

Library number five was an academic

stall had adequate workspace,

library with a very impasing and fradition-
al circulation desk. The underside of the
service counter was filled with drawers,
cabinets, and assorted shelving, making it
almost impoessible for a stalf member fo
sit af the desk and work during slow peri-
ods. The desk, while uncomiartable. was
serviceable and accessible to users from
two sides.  The main drawback to the
desk, aside from all the cabinetry, was
large pillars blocking the view which
made it difficult for staft members 1o see
liberary users approaching the desk.

The last of the public libraries visited
had a circulation desk that was tucked 1o
the rear of the building, making it very
inconvenient for users to check out items

i N
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or ask questions, The desk was in the
process of being renovated and was of a
circular design similar to one at another
public library we had visited. The deshk
was made of wood with some shelving
and drawers underneath, but with ade-
quate work desks for staff incorporated
into the design. The design looked very
functional and efficient. The primary
problem with this desk was the remole
lecatian.

The last academic library viewed had a
circulation desk comprised of ald melal
army desks, with a few pieces of furmifure
that might actually have been designed as
library circulalion u:l-:_?sh' furniture. The
desk was long, with access from only one
side, and it was silualed right next fo lhe
frant door,

LEARNING FROM THE PAST

Finding maney fo remodel any area of
a library is difficult these days, let alone
being able 1o move into a brand new
building specifically designed to be a
library.,  Many libraries lend to design
their work areas around the building
rather than designing the building around
their work areas.  And librarians have
become very adept at making do with
what is available. Thal was the sifuation
in our ald librany,  While we are due fo
move into & new building by the end of
surnmer, we had to make do for the sum-
mer semester with the desk we have had
for 30 vears.

Chur current liorary building was previ-
ously used as an art studio,  After the
library occupied the building for nearly
ten years, it was remadeled.  Litile has
been done to the building since the
remaodeling almost twenty years ago. The
old circulation desk is comprised ol a
Brodart sectional desk combined with
aodds and ends that were buill by the
physical plant, There are fwo high coun-
ters in the front with a number of addi-
tional shoart cabinets put rogether to form
an "L" shaped desk. |t certainly serves its
function as a service point for library
users, bul i is nol a very easy wark area
averall,

Due to the lavout of the access ser-
vices area, slall al the circulation desk
need to sit an a fall stoal o work at the
circulation counter ar sit with their backs
o approaching library users when seated
at the reqular desk. Ergonomically, this is
nal a comlortable way to work Tor exlend-
ed periods of time. And being seated
with one's back 1o the service counter can
mean vou somelimes do nol serve users
as soon as they step up to the counter if
vou are busy working at the secondary
desk.  The shorl cabinets are completely
enclosed, and the iall counter space is
used as a shell for slorage or other equip-
ment such as the boek drop and comput-
ar towers. To add to the confusion, the
reference desk is localed right next to the
circulation service area, and library users
often get confused about where to check
items oul and where to ask reference
questions.

MAKING CHANGES

As our new library began to take
shape, we reviewed plans for the access
service area with particular attention given
to the circulation desk and all its service
points.  The plans initially called for a
very traditional "L." shaped wooden desk,
tiered with three levels. The underside of
the desk was filled with various cabinetry,
shelves, and drawers. The new desk was
very tradilional and elegant but just as dil-
ficult to waork at as the current desk,

The plans for the circulation area of
the new library had heen finalized for
ahout a year when we bagan our research
lo write This arlicle.  Aller visiling and
speaking with colleagues at other Missis-
sippi libraries, we decided o make some
changes 1o the desk to make 1l more stall
friendly. In subsequent discussions, the
biggest complaint we heard from our stalf
about the old desk was that they simply
could not work along most of the old cir-
culation desk because of the cabinefry, as
there was no knee and leq space at all,
So the first thing we wanted to remove
was the majority of the under-counter
shelving, cabinelry, and drawers,

We elected o go with modular storage

Mississippi Libraries

similar 1o unils we had viewed ar wo ol
the public libraries, We also decided to
incorporate mobile under-counter units
lor greater flesabilitg,  Withoul sacrificing
sutficient siorage for our needs, this
change left maost of the underside of the
desk free so staff would have plenty of
counter space with knee room to work
easily at any poinl along the deskiop.
Two buili-in shelt units were left, but all of
the original drawers, computer cubbies,
and cabinels were removed,

Viewing access service areas and par-
ticularly the circulation desks around Mis-
sissipp was a very helpiul and enlighten-
ing experience. As we hegan to ask
gquestions and look at different designs
and lavouts of circulation desks, it was
interesting to find the inherent strengths
and weaknesses al each individual libran.
Traditional does not have to mean inflexi-
ble; old does not mean non-functional;
and new does net mean perlect.

We received a number of excellent
recommendations from colleagues thal
proved 1o be very beneficial when it came
to evaluating the form and function of our
circulalion desk and service painis,

1. Talk to the Access Services stalf.  Ask
whal they like and dislike about the
current desk layout and design,

2. Determine how the desk will be used
by both stalf and library users.

3. Decide what features should remain,

whal should go, and whal you would
like to have,

. Decide what kind of storage units you
prefer: built-in cabinets ar roll-out
units, or a combination of both.

5. Discuss the purpose of the circulation
desk and the impression you want to
qive,

6. Anficipate your future needs and how

Yol may want to incorporate them

into the desk design.

How funclional 1s the circulalion desk;

i it designed and positioned to maxi-

mize all service points?

a. Do vou have a special service point
for phusically disabled library users?

e |
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Traveling Trunks: Bringing Mississippi
Museum Collections To Your Library

G Donnelle Scot
Information Services Librarian
LISM Gl Coast Library
he University of Southern Mississiond
dannelle scoff@usim, edu

Cireat educational lools are not always
found in hooks or an computers: some-
times they are found in traveling trunks,
Museums throughoul Mississippt offer a
grand assortment of artifacts, activities
and lesson plans, bringing Mississippi's
museumn collections o students, from
preschool to adult. Trunks covering top-
ics on general and Mississippi-related his-
torng, culture, art, and science are sent fo
educators free of charge, except for the
cost of shipping. anvwhere in the state for
maost kinds of programs.  School librari-
ans can direct classroom teachers fo
museum frunk programs around the
state, and public libraries can use the
trunks and kits for children and voung
adult reading programs.

UNIVERSITY MUSEUMS
TRUNK PROGRAM

The Liniversity Museumns at Oxford,
Mississippi house impressive collections
in the classic fields of archaeology, ar,
anthropology, decorative arls, and history,
as well as in science and fechnology.
Highlights include the D. M. Robinsen
Collection of Greek and REoman Antiqui-
ligs, the Millington-Barnard Collection of
| Gth-century scientific instruments, and
collections of American southern, West
Alrican and Caribbean folk art.

Like the Museums collections, the
trunk program encompasses a variety of
topics including Alrican Masks, 19th-Cen-
tury Life, Mississippi Falk Art, and Space
Science. Several trunks are designed for
the pre-kindergarten level, They include
Art, Cooking, Dramatic Play and Manipu-
latives,  The Muoseums work with educa-
tars in choaosing trunk contents, which
include lesson plans, activities, arrifacts,
and games, and are adaptable for students

at any learning level,

Trunk presentations are available free
to teachers, librarians, scoul leaders, and
others within a hundred-mile radius of
Oxlord, Mississippl.  Educators whao live
at greater distances check oul the trunks
and arrange for transportation, or the
Museum will mail the trunk at a cost of
$15.00,

For additional trunk topics ar 1o
arrange for a trunk, visit the Museums site
at http:s Swww alemiss.edudeplss
u_museumss education.htm  or contaci
Chandra Williams, Museurmn Educator, at
(B6Z) 915-7205,

MISSISSIPPI
HANDS-ON HISTORY

The Old Capitel Museum in Jacksan,
Mississippi is managed by the Mississippi
Department of Archives and History, and
is one of the firsl in the nation to be
accredited by the American Association of
Museums. s collections document Mis-
sissippi history from prehistory fo the Civil
War and Reconstruction, from Mississip-
pi's civil rights struggle to the present,

Funded by a grant fram the Phil
Hardin Foundation, Mississioni Hands-on
History is one ol a variety of educalional
programs offered by the Museum. The
programs are free 1o schools and libraries
throughaut the state. The runks meet the
slandards of the Mississipni Social Studies
Framework, and are buill around a specil-
ic topic of Mississippi history — Prehistoric
Archacology and Mississippi, Native
Americans, BEuropean Explorers, and
Alricans in Colonial Mississippi. A Missis-
sippi artist, Waller Anderson, is the subjec
of twao frunks, one for primary grades and
one lor high schoal students. The trunks
contain a five-day lesson plan, reproduc
tion artifacts, reference materials, activities,
and video or audictapes; the contents of
the trunk may vany depending on the fopic
and the materials used. The lessons that
accaompany the trunks are designed as
one-to-bwo week units and are available in

the fall from August to Movember and in
the spring fraom January 1o May,  Trunks
are sent out the week prior to the teaching
of the unit 50 that feachers have time io
prepare lessons with the contents. The
only expense is payment for return ship-
ping via UPS, and insurance, which
ranges from 510 o $20.

For more infarmation, call David Mar
gan al (601} 359-6920, or visit the Waeh

site at < hitps/ A, mdah, state. ms.us =

LYNN MEADOWS
DISCOVERY CENTER
Lynn Meadows Discovery Center,
located in Gultport, Mississippi, was
recently named one of Chifd Magazine's
top 50 children’s museums in the coun-
try.  The Center opened in May 19498,
and has since enjoved national recogni-
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tion for its ongoing programs, special
evenls and in-depth perlorming arts pro-
gram.

"Celebrate the Waorld We Share -
China™ is a new permanen! exhibil at the
Lynn Meadows Discovery Center, and is
accompanied by a trunk program. The
program complements the exhibit, which
is on display for the rest of this year. The
Cenfer ollers two kinds of frunk programs
for elementary grades, One is a two-
week program based on the actual [is-
covery Center exhivil and is designed to
e coordinated with classroom study,
The trunks include costumes, masks, sto-
ries. games, and hands-on activities.
Teachers attend a training workshop
where they get ideas on how o incorpo-
rate the trunk materials into their lesson
plans. The workshops usually take place
in August, and feachers get the frunks for
two weeks for a $100 fee. Contact the
Cenler al {228) B97-6039 {for more
infarmation.

Additional trunks available at the [Dis-
covery Center are part of a series of
shows created by WINGS Performing
Arts Director Tonva Havs, The one-hour
shows incorporate music, puppefry, and
short plays based on Chinese legends and
tales, The shows, Fishing for the Moon,
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Fatles of the Chinese Zodiac, and The
Bag of Fire, are grade-specific.

To find oul more or to schedule a
rrunk show, contact Tonya Hays ar (Z228)

£897-6039, ext. 22.

MISSISSIPPI MUSEUM
OF NATURAL SCIENCE

With its realistic exhibits and life-size
habitats, the Museum of Natural Science
in Jackson, Mississippi is a great place fo
experience the rich variety of fish and
wildlife of Mississippi, both past and pre-
sent. Mot only does the museum boast a
new spacious building, which opened in
March 2000, bul they also offer a loan
program of kits for use in classrooms and
libraries throughaout the state.

Object kit topics include “Mammal
Shkulls: Tattletale Teeth,” "Animal Tracks
and Signs,” "Butterflies,” and “Fossils:
Chapters in Stone,” to name only a few.
Each kit contains handouts and lesson
plans that correspond to the science cur-
riculum outlined in the Mississippi Sci-
ence Framework., Both kits and videos
should be scheduled several weeks in
advance, and may be borrowed for a two-
week period.

Contact Heather Sullivan at (601)
354-7303 for more details, or visit the

Mississippi Libraries

Museum on the Web al <hbp:/ Fwana,
mdwip.com/ museum/ himl S education/
loans.asp =

MUSEUM IN THE SCHOOLS

Each year, more than 35,000 visitors
drive to Laurel, Mississippi to explore the
Lauren Rogers Museum of Art's collec-
Hons of European and American art,
Mative American baskets, and 18th and
19th-century Japanese woodblock prints.
Through its Museum in the Schools pro-
gram, LEMA offers resources 1o educa-
lors throughout the state, and trunks have
been sent to teachers as far away as
South Carolina.

The Museum’s Arl Trunks focus on
basic art principles and include trunks on
color mixing, printmaking, basket weav-
ing, and Mississippi arfists.  Each trunk
contains paint and other materials for
hands-on activities.  The anly cost for use
of the fraveling frunks is return shipping.
Trunks are usually borrowed for ten days,
but longer loan periods can be arranged if
NECeEssarny.

Contact Mark Brown al (601) 649-
6374 for more information on this or
other educational programs, or visit the
LEMA site at hitp:/ Awww. lrma.orgs
education. himl.

crvailable upon recniest.
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Art and Books: A School and Public
Library Joint Venture

“Color the World with Books”

Gy Andrea Kuzar
Branch Manager,
Fearlington Public Libranys
Hancock County Librans System
akyzar@hancock it ms.us

Far three years, the Pearlingion com-
munity, students and teachers at Charles
B. Murphy Elementary School have
enjoyed the Pearlington Public Library,
the product of a parin®rship between the
Hancock County Library System and
Hancock County School District (see
Flauché, Prima, "Pearlington Public
Library: A Joint Use School/Library
Facilitg” Mississippr Libvaries 64:3 (Fall
20000 p. 81-82). The joint-use lacility
provides access 1o tens of thousands of
books in the System’s colleclion, periodi-
cals and online databases. In addition,
interlibrary loan and information services
are provided,

CONCEPT AND PLANNING

In January, 2002, Virginia Brooks,
the Charles B, Murphy Elementary
Schoal librarian, and [, a former teacher
and Pearlinglon Public Library hranch
manager, embarked on another joint ven-
ture: incorporating art and books for the
students of the school. Brooks and |
noliced how much the children looked
forward to cralt activities and opporiuni-
fies to draw, paint, or create when they
were in the library, We brainstormed
ideas to combine the children’s love of ar
and crafts with children’s literature and art
instruction.

Using a series of instructional videos
rom Mississippi Educational Television
called Posie Painis, the concepts of color,
line, shape, farm, texture, and cormposi
fion were infroduced each week during
the program. A story and an art activily
emploving the art concent followed in the
same week.  The sieweek program was
called "Color Your World with Books.”

Studlents of the fourth grade class at Charles B Murphy
Elameniary School participate In checking out books on an,

Easv and juvenile fiction and non-fic-
tion were pulled from the shelves at the
Pearlington Branch and from other
branches fo complement the art theme.
the concepts to be explored and the artists
to be highlighted. Mot only was it impor-
tant to expose the students to artistic con-
cepts, but we also wanted 1o introduce
students to celebrated artists such as
Monet, Matisse, Picasse, and Pallock,
Together we scoured thraugh our hooks
and the Internel to devise various ar
activities that encompassed what the stu-
dents would learn about each concept
evary weel,

LESSONS

AND PROGRAMMING

Luring the first week of the pro-
ject, students learned about lines
and practiced using Ed Emberley’s
drawing books. The second week,
students worked on shape and
[orm with tangrams using basic cut
auts of circles, squares, reciangles
and triangles put fogether fo form
recognizable objects such as peo-
ple, buildings, animals, and
scenes. Bonjour Mr. Satie, a chil-
dren’s book using Picasso and
Matisse as characlers, by Tomie de

Paola and A Blue Butterfiy: & Stony
Aboutl Monet by Bijou le Tord
were read 1o the students.  Exam:-
ples of these ariists’ works ware
infroduced to the children.

The students learned about
color during the third week.
There were readings fram Hail-
stones and Halthut Bones, a book
of poetry about colors, for the
older students and Rainbow Fish
for the vounger students. The
children mixed different colors of
“scratch and sniff" watercolor
paints together [see bhox far
recipe], painted pictures, and
made Peacock calor wheels {see Web site
< hitp:/ S www kidsdomain.com./craft/
rwheel himl =)

During the fourth week, the children
learned aboul testure through the picture
books of Ezra Jack Kears and Eric Carle,
They made rubbings from a variety of lex-
tured abjects found around the library and
pul together collages using different tex-
For the fifth

L

tured papers and fabrics,
week of art instruction, students learned
aboul portraits, landscapes. and still life.
and were encouraged fo employ one of
those approaches when designing their

Chifdren fram the fhird grade of Charles B Murphy

Elementary School working on fheie art portfalics,




cover for their art book. During the sixth
week of library classes, fime was set aside
for students to make up any art project for
which they were absent or 1o linish or
embellish amy world from the prior weeks,

ART SHOW

I'he six weeks of art instruction and
activities culminated in an “Art Show™
where students showed®¥off their “portfo-
ligs.”  Mrs. Brooks bound the children’s
works of arl fogether using a binding
machine provided by the school. The Art
Show was put on in conjunction with RIF
[Reading is Fundamental] week al the
school, where every student receives a
free book. Awuthor Cecilia Dartez rom
Mew Orleans, Louisiana, best known for
her *Jlenny Giraffe” books, was invited to
give a book lalk and celebrate the culmi-
nation of the art program. Louie 5t
Lauis the Alligator, the Hancock County
Library System’s mascot, and Clittord the
Big Red Dog (dressed up as an arfist,
complete with painter’s smock and beret}
were also on hand to celebrate the exhibi-
tion of student art. Louie, the brary mas-
col, and Clillard handed out RIF book-
marks and library-donated bags of good-
ies such as little watercolor paint paleties
and brushes and colaring sheefs,

Students, teachers, parents, and
Pearlinglon residents all had an enjoyable
day at their local library, viewing the stu-
dents’ art, reading and checking out
books aboul art and artists, challing with
Dartez and having their copies of her
books signed.

Throuah communication, commitment
to teaching, learning, and reading, and
dedication 1o the Fearlington communing
and the studenis of Charles B, Murphy
Elementany, the public librany and the pub-
lic school came together fo promote litera-
cy and art and all of the wonderful, end-
less possibilities that can result.
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SCRATCH AND SNIFF WATERCOLORS RECIPE

Taken from The Ultimate Book of Kid Concoctions, page 12, by John E. Thomas
and Danita Pagel, The Kid Concoctions Company, 1998,

1 Ths. unsweetened powdered drink mix

1 Ths. warm water

Several small containers (we found styrofoam eaq cartons work well and the book
also suggests muffin ting)

1. Mix water and unsweetened drink mix together in a small bowl. Repeat this step
several limes, using various flavors of drink mix fo create different colors of paint,
2. Allow finished works to dry overnight before scratching and sniffing.

Bibliography: “Color ¥our World with Books™
Carle, Eric. The Mixed U Charmelean. Mew York: Crowell, 1954
Carle, Eric. The Very Hungns Carerpillar. Mew York: Philome! Books, 1997,
(e Paala, Tomie, Banjour, Me, Sade, Mew York: Pulmam, 1991
e Paola, Tomie. The Legend af the Indian Painitrush. Mew York: Puinam, 1958,

Emberley, Edward R, Ed Embeder's Drawing Book: Make 5 World, Mew York: Litthe, Brown, and
Company. 1972,

Keats, Ezra Jack. Pl Show! MNew Yaork: Macmillan, 1972,
Kenls, Ezra lack. The Snowy D Mew York: Viking Press, 1962,

Le Tord, Bijou, A Blue Buttedhy A Srony About Clavde Money, Mew York: Doubleday Books for
Young Readers, 1995,

Meadows, Maithew. Art for Young Feople: Pablo Picasso. Mew York: Macdonald Young Boaoks
Lrd., 1995,
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| 99,
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Page 80

Author, Awards, National Speakers,
Opportunities and Fun Abound
At the 2002 MLA Conference

Libraries: Making a Difference in Mississippi

The Mississippi Library Association’s
2002 conterence program offers authaors,
awards, nalional speakers, and apportuni-
ties to learn, succeed, and build betier
library programs while networking with
colleagues and friends.

More than forty warkshops, meetings,
programs, lours, and¥demonstrations
designed for Mississippis diverse library
community are scheduled during October
|6-18 al the Hailiesburg Lake Terrace
Convention Center, (See pre-program in
this issue.] But a conference is nof just
abaut prolessional develapment and con-
tinuing education.  Entertainment and
social funclions abound, and early bird
benefits are planned for conferees arriving
on the evening of Tuesday, Cotober 15.

The official conference hotel, Cabol
Lodge, provides a serene refreat setting
lor conlerees during their stay in Halties-
burg. Take advantage of the MLA con-
ference rates with Cabot Lodge and book
up fo four accupants per room al the lax-
exempt government rate of 355 per
night. Those not covered by the state
rate can book up to four room occupanis
for $59 per night plus applicable taxes.
A daily complimentary breaklast bar and
evening complimentary cocktail reception
are part of the Cabot Lodge registration
package,

An early-bird conference reception
begins at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October

15, at the Cabol Lodge,  Persons pre-
registerad tor the conference can pick up
their registration packet and final program
schedule between 5:30 pom. and 7:00
p.m. at the hoiel. Members of the Con-
ference Registration and Hospitalitg com-
mittees will be on hand o provide infor

mation and assistance to conferees arriv-
ing on Tuesday, Early birds will have the
opportunity to register tor a cash drawing
to be held at 7230 pom.

The Sponsor Showcase opens al
11:00 a.m. on Wednesday with cotfee,
refreshments, prizes and another cash
drawing, A wine and cheese party is
scheduled during a no conflict time on
Wednesday 1o thank our sponsors whose
purchase of exhibit space underwrites the
majority of the conlerence cosls, Jimmy
“"Buffet™ Anderson and the Past Presi-
dent’s Has Been [Better) Band playing
their greatest hils is the {eatured entertain-
ment, The MLA Exhibits Commitiee is
hiost for this not to be missed event in the
Spensor Showcase exhibition hall,

The President’s Reception is sched-
uled Wednesday evening en the conven-
tion center's beautiful Lakeside Terrace.
The reception honors 2002 MLA Presi-
dent D, Terry Latour and special quest
Oir. Robert Marting, Director of the Institute
of Museums and Libraries. BKAISO! will
srovide music and entertainment,

An ice-cream social sponsored by

Join MLA!

Library Interiors, Inc. is scheduled during
a na conflict time Thursday alternoon.
Visit booths and exhibits while the Mam-
hership Commiliee serves ice cream in
the Sponsor Showcase exhibition hall,
On Thursday evening following the
Mississippi Author's Awards, pul an O in
front of your name, wear the green and
head back o the Lodge o enjoy food.
drink and the lrish music of Jim Flanagan
during “ligs and Reels,” hosted by the
Mew Members Roundiable and the USM
School of Library and Information Sci-

ence. Alumni are especially invited!

The pre-conference program in this
issue of Mississippi Libraries provides an
averview of Ihe 2002 conlerence made
possible by MLA members who have
given their fime and talent on behalf of
aur Association. By the fime vou receive
this issue of ML, conference planners will
have confirmed programs and speakers
and the MLA Conference Committees
will have finalized food, fun and logistics.

Your job is to block out three daus
from your busy schedule, make your
reservalions, send in your registration
form, and budget some funds to rake
advantage of this not to be missed event.
For more information, wisit the MLAs
web site https/ Swww lib usm_edu/ ~
mlas home.himl or contact Prima Plauché
at pplavched@@hancock.lib.ms.us,

Fill out and return the membership form located on the

inside back cover of Mississippi Libraries and see how libraries
make a difference throughout Mississippi.
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Mississippi Library Association
2002 Annual Conference

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS « OCTOBER 16-18, 2002

6541 5. Highway 49 + Hattiesburg, MS 39401
Phone (601) 264-1881 » Fax (601) 268-3226 = Reservations (B00) 225-9429

* Site of "Jdigs & Reels,” an evening with Dr. Jim * Retreat-like atmosphere

Flanagan, Thursday, 8:30 p.m. til * Rooms equipped with iron/ironing board, 25"
* Early Bird Canférence Registration Tuesday remote controlled TV with HEO, blow dryers
+ Complimentary Deluxe Continental Breakfast * Qutdoor swimming pool

&:30 - 8:30 a.m. * Screened back porch
* 24 Hour Coffee Service in main living area * Data ports in each room

Complimentary Cocktail Reception daily — 5:30 - 7:30 p.m,

Reservation Information

800-225-9429

When you make your reservations, be sure to tell the reservation clerk that you are with the
“Mississippi Library Association Conference.”
{On-line reservations do not qualify for the negotiated rates.)

NEGOTIATED CONFERENCE RATE $59 (+7% state and 2% local tax) iSingle/Doubled Triple/Cuad Ocoupancy)

STATE/GOVERNMENT RATE $55 (Must provide proof of tax exemption)

+ Cash or major credit card accepted. Only government related checks. Mo personal checks.

* Direct bill requiras agency purchase order and credit application, Credit application must be pre-approved
by General Manager at phone, fax and address above.

ROOM OPTIONS: King size bed with 5ing|E' sofa sleeper (accommodates up to 3 cccupants & ne additional charge)
Two double beds (accommedates up te 4 sccupants & no additional charge)
Specify smoking or non-smoking

DEADLINE:
Make your reservations early!
Reservations received after Tuesday, Cctober 1, 2002,
will be provided on a space available basis.
If you require special assistance, please advise the reservations clerk.

Check-In Time: 2:00 p.m. * Check-Out Time: 12:00 noon
All late check-outs must be approved by sales department.

For more information, contact your Local Arrangement Chairs

Ann Branton @ LUSM (601) 266-4350 Linda MckKay @ Hancock County Library System
Email: Ann.Branton@usm.edu OR (228) 467-6836 * Email: Imckay@hancock lib.ms.us
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LIBRARIES:

Making a Difference
in Mississippi
October 16-18, 2002

Hattiesburg Lake Terrace Convention Center
Hattiesburg, Mississippi

Preliminary Conference Program

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002
2:00 p.m. HOST HOTEL CHECK-IN & THE CABOT LODGE

5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. EARLY BIRD RECEPTION ./
CONFERENCE REGISTRATION

Hasted by 2002 Conlerence Hospitaiity and Regisreanion Comrifiees

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2002

7:30 am. - 5:00 p.m. REGISTRATION

Hatriesburg Convenlion Cenler Lobby

B:00 am. - 9:30 a.m. MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BOARD
Executive Conference Room MEETING

Dir. Tarny Latour, MLA President, Prasiding

8:30 a.m. - 12:0) p.m. MAGNOLIA DATABASE TRAINING
Larmar | & Il Ticker Required  Spansorad by the Magnalia Teaining Comrrifies
Catherine Mathan, Firsr Hegicnal Library bystern, Fresiding

9:00 a.m. - 9:45 am. TOUR #1: USM SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
DIGITAL LAB
TOUR #2: TREASURES OF THE de GRUMMOND
CHILDREN'S COLLECTION
TOUR #3: THE LIBRARY OF HATTIESBURG

9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE AND
Forrest | MNATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK COMMITTEE
MEETING

10:00 am. - T1:00 a.m. WHAT'S NEW AT USM'S SLIS
Ciarden Raoom Sponsored By LSA s School af Librane and Information Science
(3. Tharnas 1) Walker, SLIS Direclar, Presiding

Forres! 1 PAY EQUITY FOR LIBRARIANS

Snonsored hy The Mississingl Lifinare: Assoclasion
Billy Beal, Meridian Community College, Fresiding

L. Thomas DL Wallier

I' N



Steve Bearden

Lrr, Joe Cornefius

Tammy Bridenbeck
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11:00 am. - 12:00 p.m.
Fxchikir Flalls & & O

12:00 pom. - 1:30 p.m.

| akeuiaw 11 i leed ."5'|,'||.|i||_"|_:

| akeuiaw | Ticke: Bequired

Exhikir Hall B Ticker Required

1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.

Larnar |

Forrest Il

Faorrest |

1:30 pom. - 3:00 p.m.

Carden Boom

Lasmar [l

SPONSOR SHOWCASE GRAND OPENING

e, Terry Latour, MLA President, Presiding

Internet Café opens, sponsared by Schalastic Libeany Publishing,
Bruce Dawvis, Represeniative

Scholarship Silent Auction bidding beains

Wenidy and Paul Cartwrighl, Copiah-Jeflersor Fegional Library Sysfern.
Chairs

LUNCHEON PROGRAMS

SOFT SKILLS: CREATE A BETTER WORKPLACE
Sponsored by the MLA ACRL Seoron

Steve Bearden speaks an enbancing desicalla waek iralis

Cretchen W Cook, Belhaven Cellege, Presiding

“HATS" OFF TO HISTORY

Spanzored by she MUA Black Cavcus Roundriabee (BCRT)

D, Joe Cornelivs presents an inspiving cne-man show

Theresa B Akbar-Ellison, Hinds Commuonily College, Presiding

YOUTH SERVICES DAY & MLA AUTHOR
LUNCHEON

Sponsored by e MLA Young People’s Services Rogadialie [YESRT)
and the MLA Schoal Libran: Section (5L5)

Younag Aduli Sanhor Debarah Wiles, quast speaker,

YPERT Chair Melizsa Wright, ML and 5L% Chair Dee Dee Long, Peasl
Lonwer Elementary School, Presiding

GET ORGANIZED TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Epansared by the MLA Favcavional Communicarans and Technology
Howndiatie JECTRT)

Professional Organizer Tamirmy Bridenbeck, Presenter

SUSAN |:'r:_-|'|-:_||_'|-:_|._1'_-' Hanoock |:_:-',||,|||‘l__l l,,i:_lr,-_::_l:,l Suslerm. |:'rq,'-.i-'_|i".|_:_

FIRST IMPRESSIONS: SLIS STUDENT PAPER
PRESENTATIONS

Sronsored by Gala, the MEA MNew Members Rosndtable (WMERT) &
Hera Phy M

Carol Green and Mary Flamilton, LISM, Presiding

ERIC CLEARINGHOUSE ON RURAL EDUCATION
AND SMALL SCHOOLS

Spansared bp MLA ECTRT

Feberl Hagerman, Technolagy Services Specialist, Fresentor

CHRe K, South lones High Schaal, Presiding

TALKING AND SWAPPING WITH COLEEN
SALLEY: A ¥YOUTH SERVICES SWAP SHOP &
AUTOGRAPHING SESSION

Eponsored By the MLA Young People Senvices Rouadiable (YPSRT]
arvd Boehoo! Libvary Section (5LE)

YPSET Chair Melissa Wright, MLL, and Swap Shop Chair Viclariz
Fenny, Fust Regional Librang Systern, Presiding

PRIVATE ACADEMIC LIBRARIES OF M5
DIRECTORS MEETING

Tom Henderson, Millzaps College, Presiding




Mississipp

2:00 p.m. -

| akeview: Prelumcti

Lakeview Prefuncti

3:00 p.m. -
Exhibir Hall B

#:30 p.m, -

i Libraries

4:00 p.m.

on

on

2:30 p.m.

5:15 p.m.

Exhitit Halls & &

15 p.om. -
Lake Terrace Pafia

7:30 a.m. -

5:00 a.m. -

6:30 p.m.
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POSTER SESSIONS |

The Templeton Sheet Music Collection of Mississippi Staie
Universitg

Elizabeth Lrbarik, M5 Presenis

Fublic Libraries Offer Homeland Security Information Centers
Hex Bridges, Jacsson-George Reglonal Litrare Sustern, Proson ler
successtul Merger of Cataloging and Acquisitions in the SIRSI
LUMNICORN Systeim

Ann Branlon and Tracy | neglert, LUSM, Presenters

Marketing Libraries to New Students: Freshman Previews al
UsmM

Carol Grean, Pegay Price, Shirlene Stogner, LUSM. Presenters

STUDENT POSTER SESSION |

To Join ar Not To Join MLA; USM SLIS Students and the Mis-
sissippi Librrary Association

Sheila Corl, 2002 graduate, LISM SLIS

Politics. Religion, Images and Abortion: Do Internet Filters
Block Controversial Sources of Information?

Shugana Camphell, Catharine Holliday and Greyg Jobnson, USM, Pre

Senhers

AFTERNOON WITH TEA AND AUTHORS
Spansored by ihe Friends of Mississinpi Lihearios

This year's aufhors include: Patti Carr Black and Marion Barnwell, Too
ing Liferary Mizsisiopd Alan Brown, Howeted Places fa ihe American
South: and Mary Carol Miller, Lasr Landimarks af Missisaingd Aubo-
qrapning session mo follow,

Frances Dielmas, President, Friends of Mississippi Libraries, Presiding

5PDNSDR SHGWCASE [}AHT‘I'; (o Corflicd Tfr?iq?]-
Sponsored by the Missizsiopi Librany Association: hosted by the 2002
MILA Conlerence Exbibits Commities

Enfertainment previded by Jirmmy "Buffet” Andersan and the Past Presi-
dents’ Has-Been {Betler) Band perlorming their greatest hits

PRESIDENT'S RECEPTION

Sponsored by Sirsl. Sun Miceoswstems, ine. and the Mississingi § shrany
Assaciation

Hororing Dr. Terry Latour, 2002 Mississippi Library Ascocigion Presi-
denl and special guest, Dy Reohort 5 Marlin, Director of the Inslilate of
Mugeurn and Library Services. Enteralnment provided by KAISOY

DINNER ON YOUR OWN

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2002

2:00 p.m.

5:00 p.m.

Eaxchibit Halle & &

8:00 a.m. -
Lamar I & If

10:00 a.m.
Tickeal Required

REGISTRATION

Hathesbusg Comvention Cender Lehlwy,

SPONSOR SHOWCASE OPENS
00 - #:30 am. - Colfee with the Fxhibiters: cash drawing

LIBRARY SECURITY IN AN UNSECURE WORLD
Breakfast sponsared by the MLA Two Year Colloges Roundiable [2YORT)
Theresa B, Ekbar-Ellisan, Hinds Cammunily Collega, Presiding

Adan Brown

Mary Caral Miller
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Barton Spencer
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8:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

|akeviow | Ticket Kequired

9:00 am. - 10:15 a.m.

Farrasl |

Lalserwiew 0l

Executive Conference Boom

9:00 a.m. - 171:00 a.im.

Lalsesionys Prajunclion

10:15 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Ticket Bequired

10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Farres! 1|

11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Exhibiz Flalis A & O

POSITIONING YOUR LIBRARY TO MAKE A

DIFFERENCE
Spansored by Poblic Librans/ Trostee Section
B00 am, - 8530 2a.m, = Begistratan and free Continendal Breaklas,

A natianal cammunicatlans axpert fakes vou thraugh the steps 1o becom-
ing an effective spokesperson, developing vour message and getling yaur
mesaane haard.

Susan Silk, Presicent, M5l Strategic Communications, Fresenter

David Weadbum, Hancock Counly Library Syslem, and Handy Sherard,
Warrers Counly Trostee, Presiding

MISSISSIPPI FUNNEL PROJECT:
MISSISSIPPI PARTICIPATES IN NACO

Spansored by the Misslssipnl Funnel Project Co-Operasive

Presenters: Kathleen Wells, Suranne Grabam, Tracy Englert, USM; Ratie
Dugan, MVSLL Sheryl Slump, Rick Torgerson, DSLL

Ann Branton, LISM, Presiding

INFORMATION LITERACY IN MISSISSIPP] K-U

Sponsoced by the MLA Infarmation Liferacy Comanittee
Mary Beth Applin, U5M, Presiding

CREATE YOUR OWN STREAMING VIDEO
Spoasoced fy the MEA Litracy Instraction Roundtatde (LIRT)
Barton Spencer, USM, Instrucior

Shirlene Stogner, USM, Presiding

POSTER SESSION 11

The Making of the Dancing Rabbit Library Consortium

Annie M. Payton, Mantra Hendersor, Jlames Herbert White Library,
MWSL

Linux: An Alternate Operaling System for Libraries

Babby H, Fugirt, RA LI

Thinking About HReference Linking

[l E. Cerogg, MSLI

STUDENT POSTER SESSION 1l

Composers' Attitudes toward the Collection of their Personal
Papers and Sketches

Cireq Johnson, USM SLIS

The Performance of Accelerated Header Schools on the Mis-
sissippi Relerence Tesi

Cindy Harper, USM SLIS

GODORT TOUR & ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
Spanzored by the MLA Goverament Documents Ravndfable

10:15% - 11:00 am. — Tour of LUSM’s Cock Library begins in lobbny,
11080 - 11:30 aum. = Annual Business Meeting in Boom 123

Darielle A, Terrell, A5L), Presiding

FOCUS ON USM'S SLIS ALUMNI AND
EMPLOYERS

Sponsored by USM School of Library and Informarion Sclence
Or. Thorras & Walker, LIS Director, Presiding

VISIT THE SPONSOR SHOWCASE (Vo Confiicr Time)

Mew products, books, demonsiralions, drawings, orizes
Internet Calé cponsored by Scholastic Library Fublishing
Scholarship Silent Auction bidding 8:00 a.m. - 500 pm.
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12:00 p.om. - 1:30 p.m.

Exhikit Hall B licks Beauired

1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Lakeview Prelunclicn

la ki |

Caarclen Faorr

2:00 pom. - 3:00 p.m.
Executive Conference Raom
300 pom. - 3:30 p.m.

Exhilzit Halls & & £

3:30 p.om. - 4:30 p.m.

Frecidive Canlerence Foam

Larriar 1

Lamar |

Forres: |
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LIBRARIES: MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN

MISSISSIPPI

2002 Hnl_,.'l‘lﬁti". [usnrc Fug=anrn

Cir. Bobert 5 Martin, hirector, Insfilute of Museums and Librarios
. Terru Latour, MLA Presiclent, F'r:;-:-.i-:,lilu:_]

POSTER SESSION [

What dio thew really ihink of us? Feedback from [ ifrary Users
H.-';I',- L. ".'-."-E!”. Febeora [-"‘-"'.-' [_:.._lrr'|_:-;_u_"|_ LISM, Presenrers

New Nrections in Library Services for Theses and [Mssoreta-
ticrres

Laona Heower, Bob Walverton, Susan Flall, M5, Presenters

A Journey of a Thouwsand Miles Begins with fust One Step —
Lessons Learned in Planning and Construction of the New
LiSM Gulf Coast Library

Kathy Davis, Vickey Gordon and Edward MoCormack, USM, Presenters

MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR LIBRARY'S
IMAGE

Spensored b MEA Publie Lileans Trustee Soction

Fovimier News Editor and orodicer, Sosan B Presender

David Waoaodbum. Hancock Couny Likrany System, and Bandy Sherard,
Warren Caunly Trostee, Presiding

BETA PHI MU LEADERSHIP FORUM & 2002
INITIATION

Epansared by Beta Phi My & USM SLIS

Cir. Robert 5. Martin, Mational Beta Phi Mu, Gues: Speakar

Annaal business meeting 10 fellow cerermsnm.

Carcl Green, USM, Presiding

PUTTING THE FUN INTO FUNDRAISING
Spensared by the MEA Publicity Commiiee

Charles Heim, FAHP, Presenter

Mary Perkins. Hancock Counly Librang System, Presiding

ICE CREAM SOCIAL Mo Conflict Time)
Sponsored ty Librarny Inderiors, Inc.; hosted by the MLA Membershin
Cammiifes

BEYOND BOOKPLATES: RECOGNIZING YOUR
DOMNORS

Sponsored oy the MEA Publiciy Commmiitee

Ancrewe Forsyrhe President Forsythe-Bass, Precender

Mary Perhing, Hancock Counby Library System, Presding

DREAM TO REALITY: ATTRACTING & MAN-

AGING VOLUNTEERS

Spongored by he MLA Poblic Librany Sectlon

Alice Shands, Librarian and Cerfified Veluntear Manger, Presenier
Uinda Tufara, Pearl Hiver Counly Library Syslem, Presiding

CRMDA: GRANTING ACCESS TO THE PAST
Sponsored b the MLA Conseration Committes and the Special Collge-
fioris Roundtable (SORT)

Presenters: Dir. P. Toby Graham, Pegay M. Price and Diane Raoss, USM
Mary Harnilton, Feggy M. Price and Diane Foss. USM, Presiding

EFIXTECH USER™S GROUP

Susan Cassagne, Homochilto Likrary Sustern, Presiding

Lr, Robert 5 Martin

Charfes Helm

Andrew Forsyithe

. P Toby Graham,
Pegaur M, Price and
IYane Hoss
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Labsvion: |

Ferrest

4:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Exhibil Hall B

6:00 pom. - 5:00 p.m.

Exhibit Hall B

Tiche Required

8:30 p.m. until

Cabol Lodge

7:30 a.m.

5:00 a.m.

Forresl 1

5:00 a.m.

Oiarcden Faom

G:00 a.m.

Lamar |

9:00 a.m.

Lilserwiew |

Lilserizan [

SIRS1 USER'S GROUP

Marly Coleman, Firsl Begienal Library Sustern, Presiding

THE LIBRARY CORPORATION: TLC
Cerny Davies, The Learning Corporation, Fresemes
Max Jehnson, Jackson-George Regional Library, Presiding

MLA ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP & BUSINESS
MEETING

D Terrg Larcur, Presiding

2002 MISSISSIPPL AUTHORS" AWARD BANQUET
Sponsored by e MLA Avthiors Avard Cammities

MNonliction Saeard Winreor Soall Brunner, Dlue =oih

Fictiary Swars Wininer il Fi'..-'|'|,,|-._'|||, lf,:'."r:l:.u .r.]r."".‘il'.'ll:'l'

MLA pays Iribute o nwo aurstanding Mississippd authors whao will deligh
and enterrain you with thelr award acceptance speaches. Aumgraph sas.
sion b Tollow.

Sars B, Morris, MEL, and Allison Mavs, Millsaps Cellege, Presiding

JGS & REELS: AN IRISH EVENING WITH JIM
FLANAGAN

':h'l"lr.lr:'.n:.lr.-*:_l' !':_l_-' Cealde, BILA Mo MamibBars Magndtablo r'."'-.".":-.l'."-.: P& the
LEM Sohool of Dibrany and Informanion Solence

left Slagell, 5L, Presiding

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2002

- 11:00 a.m.

- 900 a.m.

Tickel Required

= 9:30 a.m.

Tickel Required

- 11:00 a.m.

- 11:30 a.m.

REGISTRATION

Hallizslury Convention Center Lobby

PAST PRESIDENT'S BREAKFAST

Henry Leder, MLA President 20010, Presiding

DISASTER-HOMELAND SECURITY: HOW
PREPARED ARE YOU?

Breatlas! spovsoved by the MLA Special Libraries Section
Falb=t Latharss, Divector ol ."-'15':~.-.i'-'.:|_:'_|i i I EATHIEEN "-'1._||:1-:||'||':-||'_ FPrasanto

Ineliva Blwwal MLC, Presicling

THE CHALLENGE OF CHANGE IN TECHNICAL
PROCESSING

Sponsared tuthe MLA Technical Servicas Roundtahle [TSRT)
Raober Hulzhal-Schmidt of SOLIMET, Presenter
Susanne Drallon, Meridion Communine College, Presiding

MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR FUTURE

Investing in Your Future 9:00.11:00 am.

Sponsored By the MLA Frecal Mavogement Cormmiflee

Rl Heaship, Mississippi Public Emploves Betirerment System, Presenler
Linga Mcokay, Hancook Caunly | ||'|'.-||!._. b, Presad M

Insuring Your Future 11:00-11:30am.

Sponsored By the MLA Insurance Commditee

Margarila Slandlord, Denlal Denfal lnsurance, AFLAL, Presenler
Richard O Creene, Mid-Mississipni Regicnal Lk, Sys., Presiding
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Lamar 1l

10:00 a.m. - 11:30 p.m.
Fine Belr Suite

12:00 pom. - 1:30 p.m.
Exhitsit Hall Ticket Require:
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Making a Difference with Publicity

Sponsored by Friends of Missission Libraries

Business Meeting o fallaw

Carale Kelly, Communications Manager, Presenter

Fronces Delmas, President, Friends of Miss. Libvaries, Presiding

PUBLIC LIBRARY ASS0CIATION BUSINESS
MEETING

David Woadburn, Hancock Counly Librany System, Presbding
Immediately followed by

Public Library Direcior’s Discussion Group

Diane Schule, Marshall Counny Library, Freciding

MLA 2002 Awards Luncheon

Dr. Terng Latour, MLA President, Presiding
Hutr Ann Gibsen, Awards Chairman

i it
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Carafe Keflis
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MLA Mississippi Authors Awards:

DUE
sOouUTH

BOAFRTANAS FRAE

B
] [

FETA JRWE

{ K. ICETE EAOUNRER {

2002 Winners

NONFICTION: R. SCOTT BREUNNER, DUE SOUTH

R. Scott Brunner is a commentatar an Public Badio in Mississippt and nalional Public Radie™s Al
Things Considered. He is a Bessemer, Alabama, native and a graduate of the University of Monte-
vallo and Auburn University at Monigomery, Currently, he is an association executive in Jackson,
Mississippi. Duoring his childhood, Brunner spent many hours on his grandparents™ small farm near
Parrish, Alabama, where he picked vegetables, fished with his grandfather, ate his grandmother's
“Southern fried” home cooking. and toak part in other activities typical of life in the American South.
These experiences, as well as others involving Brunner's life with his wile and young children, form
the basis for the essaps that appear in Due South (199%). In the words of Pat Conroy, "He's much
loo young 1o know so much, but he sees things deeply and reports themn to us with great style and wit
and honesty.” Brunner is also the author of Carmedn’ On: And Otfier Sfrange Things Souiherners

£ which was published in 2001,

FICTION: BILL FITZHUGH, CROSS DRESSING

Bill Fitzhugh grew up in Jackson, Mississippi, and now lives in Los Angeles, Calilornia. Fitzhugh's
writing career began in high school as a Junior Achievement Program parficipant when he wrate and
narrated a series of radio programs tracing the history of various rock and roll bands.  After high
schoal and a stint in the U, 5. Virgin [slands, Fitzhugh attended Belhaven College and The University
of Southern Mississippi; he eventually graduated from the University of Washington,  Fitzhugh
worked in radio as a disc jockey and program director and also wrote for, performed in, produced,
and syndicated a radio program.  In additon to wriling lor radio, Filzhugh has also written television
scripls and screenplays, including Pest Contral, which he later ranstormed into a novel. FPest Con-
trof was published in 1997, and Fitzhugh's other works include The Organ Grinders (1998, Cross
Oressing (2000) and Fender Benders (2001). Cross Dressing is a comic study of organized reli
gion, the adverlising industry, and the consumer habits of madern society.

.
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>~ =
x
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September- 2280 B I e Banned Books Week
Gctaber 302002ttt S e i A A e b Teen Read Week
QOctober 16-18, 2002 ....................MLA Annual Conference, Hattiesburg, MS
@etober 2325 02002 e SELA Annual Conference, Charleston, SC
Movember 18-24. 2002 ....oocoieiiiiiiiirivieneeannen. . Children’s Book Week
January 24-29, 2003 .....................ALA Midwinter Meeting, Philadelphia, PA
Marehibas 2008k e b PLA Spring Symposium, Chicago, IL
June 19-23. 2003 0 i ALA/CLA Annual Conference, Toronto, Ontario
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About the 2002 MLA
Mississippi Authors Awards Books

Brunner, R. Scott. Due South. Mew
York: Random House, 1999, 151 pp.
$19.95 hardcover,

The Mississippi Library Association
has named Due South by B, Scoil Brun-
ner as the reciptent of the 2002 Authars
Award for MNonfiction. » Due South com-
bines respect and value of Southerners
and their fraditions with warm and delight-
ful humer. An Alabama native now living
in Jackson, Mississippi, Scott Brunner
understands the impartance of the South-
ern family's need for roots and relation-
ships.

Sharing his countless childhood mem-
ories, from fishing with his grandfather ta
eating his grandmother’s fried apple pies,
Brunner offers unforgettable essays abous
Southern life, relationships, culture and
language, Throughout this collection of
essays, Brunner offers informative expla-
nations for readers who live “outside the
southern regions.”  He tactfully explains
how the southern disclaimer “Bless vour
heart!™ displays a gracious manner lor
delivering a cufling insult.  He offers vari-
OUs reasons concerning how many south-
ern towns such as Eastaboga or Mitta
Yuma derived their names and pronunci-
ations.

What Southern child has not misinter-
preted sangs sung at church?  Brunner
explains how the pronunciations of a
Southern congregation, particularly a
country Scuthern congregation, have
confused many & voung child. When
“Andy he walks with me, Andy talks with
me” or “Oladly the Cross-eyed Bear™ are
sung with zest and vigor, what else is a
child to think? Hurmor is no stranger to
scott Brunner, who is a commentator an
Fublic Radio in Mississippi and National
Fublic Radio’s Alf Things Considered.

He recagnizes the value of a good story
as he brings alive the imporlance of fami-
by lineage and roots. His array of humor-
ous slories is unforgetiable.  His insighs
inte the details ol evervday Southern life
is wiser than his years.

Due South is a well-written worle of
warm humaor and insight. 1t is recom-
mended for collections in every Mississip-
pi library,  This book will appeal to true
Southerners and “would-be" Southerners
alike.

Donna Phelps Fite

Hranch Librarian

Purvis Public Libran:

Lamar County Librany System

Fitzhugh, Bill. Cross Dressing, Mew
Yark: William Maorrow, 2000, 338 pp.
$24.00 hardcover.

The Mississippi Library Association
has named Cross Dressing by Bill
Fitzhugh as the recipient of the 2002
Authors Award for Fiction.  Cross [ress-
ing is a comic, ofen-irreverent examina-
lion of organized religion, the advertising
industry, and the consumer excesses of
maodern society.  Bill Fitzhugh's previous
novels are Pest Controf [(1997), The
Organ Crinders (1998), and Fender Ben-
ders [2001). Fitzhugh spent his early
vears in Jackson, Mississippi, and current-
Iy resides in Los Angeles, California.

In Cross Oressing, a series of bizarre
events bring together Dan Steele and Sis-
ter Peg. Dan Steele is a sierealypical Los
Angeles advertising executive in his thir-
ties with a waterfront apartment, luxury
car, expensive clothes, fancy loys, and
much consurmer debt. He has also com-
mitted insurance [raud. Rather than

finance medical care for his twin brother,
Father Michael, who has just returned in
ill health from mission wark in Africa,
ran apts 1o swilch identities with Father
Michael. This allows his fwin to be treat-
e¢d under Dan's health insurance, hut
when poor Father Michael dies, Dan is
forced to continue his priestly imperson-
aticn,

Dan, poising as his dead brother,
lakes a job at the Care Center, a home for
abused children, the elderly, and others in
need, which is run by Sister Peg, Sister
Peg is a young, hardworking, unorthodox
nun with consumer habits thal are in
direct opposition to those that Dan
enjoved in his previous life. Despite their
seemingly opposite nalures, a mutual
attraction develops, and Dan and Sister
Peg join forces to fight the upcoming
fareclosure of the Care Center.
ncluded in the unusual mix of charac-
ters in Cross Dressing are Dan's
wronged, former colleague, Scot, who is
bent on revenge; “Third World Man,”
who is on a mission from Allah to kill
Father Michael/Dan; Charlie Freak and
Razor Boy, violenl gang members; and
Ruth, Dan's aged and mentally unbal-
anced molher. The book takes readers
on & wild journey befare reaching its sur-
prising and satisfying conclusion.

This is not a book for those who are
easily offended by impious portravals of
religious figures, but it is an entertaining
read for those looking for a fast-paced tale
that proves that good can overcome evil
in even the most unlikely situations,
Cross Dressing is recommended for adult
fiction collections of public libraries.

Sarah Spencer
fnformation Services Librarian
The University of Southern Mississippi
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People in the News

Jolee Childs Hussey has been
appointed by Governor Bonnie Musgrove
to serve a five-year term on the Board of
Commissioners of the Mississippi Library
Commission (MLC) beginning July 1.
Included among the eight names submit-
ted to the Governor by the Mississippi
Library Assaciation. Hussey succeeds Dr.
Russell Burns of Brookhaven as the
trustee representative.” She currently
serves as a trustee on the First Regional
Library Board of Trustees,

Joel Bulleck, reference assistant at
the Bay 5t. Louis-Hancock County
Library, and Andrea Kyezar, Pearlingion
Fublic Librarny Branch Manager, recenthy
participated in a book signing al Book-
ends Bookstore with author Fred Wom-
ack. Womack's bock, Untaughi and
Unlearned Knowledge, a book about
taith, was illustrated by Bullock and edited
by Bogzar.

Stewart Carpenter is the new
Franch Librarian at the Walls, MS branch
af the First Regional Library. Originally
from Starkville, Stewart obtained his
M.L5S. from The University of Soulhern
Mississippl., Before accepting his new
position with First Kegional, Stewart was a
librarian for a Deparlment of Correclions
drug rehab center in Brooksville, Florida.
He was also the librarian at Moss Point
High School and held a camaloging posi-
tion at the Pike-Amite-Walthall Library
Sustern in MoComb.

Margaret Evans, assistant directar of
Library Services at Delta State University
since 1996, relired in June. She has
returned 1o the Gult Coast where she is
currenily serving as the librarian at Mercy
Cross High School.

Cenealogisty Local Historny Librarian
Else Martin at the Fascagoula Public
Library was honared in June at a “History
Making Occasion™ event. The retiring
genealogist served the Jackson-George

Regional Library
System for more
than seventeen
vears, In Decem-
ber 1995, Else
Martin was named
to head of the
Vincent Fos
Cienealogy Lacal
Histary Colleciion
at the Fascagoula
Public Librany.
Martin has specialized in updating and
maintaining the library's extensive tamily
histony files, which include defailed infor-
mation on more than 2,100 local fami-
lies. She has finished several books
about various aspects of the history of
Jackson Counly. She has been the vice-
president of the Jackson County Genealo-
gy Society and served on the board of the
Jacksan County Historical Society.
Among her several professional accom-
plishments has been the creation of the
Cral History program for the library,
which recounts numerous family histo-

Else Afartio

res.

PEGGY MAY SCHOLARSHIP
AWARDED

Jacqueline Y. Quinn, of Terry,
Mississippi, is the recipient of the 2002
Peagy May Scholarship awarded annually
by the Mississippi
Library Associa-
fion. Quinn s
pursuing a gradu-
ate degree in
Librrary Science al
I'he University of
Southarn Missis-

sippi (5 M)
where she main-
tains a 3.75h
oF A, Jaccuelive ¥, Cing

Cruinn received an A A S, degree
fram Hinds Community College and a
B.A. degree from LUSM before beginning
her graduate program in the School of
Library and Informalion Science.  She is
presently employed at the Hinds Commu-
nity Collage, Jackson Campus, where she
has served as a Library Technical Assis-
tant for over thirteen years. She is a
member of the American Library Associa
fion, the Mississippi Library Association,
and the USM Library Information Science
Student Association. [n 2000, Quinn
received the Virgia Brock-Shedd Hertage
Award given by the MLA Black Caucus
o the African American Library Science
student who has shown dedication to the
field.

Cited by supporters as being an out-
standing, extremely dedicated and tech-
nologically adept employee and a highly
motivated and capable student, Quinn is
sure lo be a credit 1o the profession of
librarianship and fo the memory of Peggy
May, for whom the scholarship s named.
Quinn indicates that she is “looking for-
ward fo the future as a professional librari-
an, using the vears ol experience, a
wealth of rechnology, and a formal educa-
tion to assist Mississippians with access to
information,”

The Pegagy May Scholarship was
established aflter Ms. May’s death 1o
henor her dedication fo librarianship and
support her commitment to recruil falent-
ed individuals to the profession,  The Mis-
sissippi Library Association continually
seeks contributions to increase the
endowment so the schalarship award may
better address the growing costs of a
graduate educalion in library science
Your tax-deductible contribution to the
Fegay May endowment would be greatly
appreciated and should be sent to the
MLE Scholarship Committee, F.0O. Box
20448, Jackson, MS 39289-14448,
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YOUTH SERVICES

AND SUMMER PROGRAMS

“Survival Mississippi” was the first
program this summer 1o use the Central
Mississippi Regional Library Sys-
tem, Pearl Library's newly created
Teen Scene area of the library. Rear-
rangement of furniture, recovered chairs,
teen posters, stacks just for YA books all
provided a backdrop for a Friends-spon-
sored partnership program with The
Black Kose, an award-winning local the-
ater group.  The audience-parlicipation
May was a spoof of CBS™ “Survivor™ with
the challenge of being stranded on a
sandbar in the Pearl Biver, Tickels were
$5 as a joint fundraiser for the theater and
the Friends.

Mine cast members, carrying crepe
paper tarches and wearing a variety of
costumes, led the 29 teens in Pied Piper
fashion down the “track” from the meel-
ing room fo the temporarily vine-covered
Teen Scene for the tests and voles, The
decibel level of laughter and shouts indi-
cated high enjoyment of the play and the
tood, The Friends furnished munchies
and soft drinks fo accompany daonated
pizza from Papa John's, Mazzio's, and
Lomina’'s, Branch manager Cecelia
Sanditer was assured of a successful
event when several teens asked the dale
of the next ‘happening” at Pearl Librans's
Teen Scene.

News Briefs

AWARD ANNOUNCEMENT

The deadline far submission of appli-
cations 1o the Fay Kaigler-Ruth Lam-
ont Award is January 15, 2003, The
Kaigler-Lamaont Award recognizes distin-
quished accomplishments in promaoting
children's reading by librarians and teach-
ers in Mississippi schools and by chil-
dren’s librarians in the public libraries of
Mississippi. The Award for 2002 was pre-
sented to Linda Sikes for her autstand-
ing achievements in promaiing children's
literature al the Beechwood Elementary
School Library in Vickshurg.

Each recipient of the Kaigler-Lamont
Award receives a plague, $500 in cash
and $500 warth of boaks of choice from
the Children’s Book Festival book ven-
dor, Southwes! Books (a Texas compa-
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nyl. The 2003 Award will be presented
at The Children's Book Festival in April,
2003, on the campus of The University
of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg

The generous financial support of Fay
Kaigler of Glaster, Mississippi, has made
the award possible since 1998, Since
refirement, Miss Kaigler condinues to pro-
mote books and reading in her local public
library. Buth Lamond, who for many years
was a successiul school librarian in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, shares her passion for
making books infegral to children’s lives,

Anplications for the 2003 Kaigler
Lamont Award will be available in
September 2002 from Dr. Rosemary
Chance, rchance@@student. necc.co.ms.us
ar fram William McMullin, william
@inereq.lib.ms.us,

ferd 20 Joe MeGilbeny, Infern Divecior 7
MSULES Adminisiration, Or, Vanece Waison,
fHracror of MAFES Adminisirasion, Frances
Coleman, Ovan and Professor, MSU Librany, and
Dr. Charles Lee, nferim President. Mississippi

Slate Unifversing,

NEW SERVICES
AND COLLECTIONS

The newly formed Consortium for
the History of Agricultural and
Rural Mississippi (CHARM), housed
in MSU's Mitchell Memorial Library.
is collecting historical materials related to
Mississippi agriculture, forestry and rural
life, From documenting lang-vanished
activities such as local canning clubs to
developing oral histories focusing an the
state’s farm economy, a new Mississippi
State University efiort is preserving an
important part of Mississippi's past,

Initial CHAEM partners are the MSU
Libraries, the Mississippi Agricultural and
Forestry Experiment Station, the MSU




Extension Service, and the Caollege of
Agriculture and Life Sciences. Collabora-
tion amaong the four CHARM partners will
bring visibility ta the project as it seeks
additicnal materials to document Missis-
sippi's agricullural herilage,

Francis M, Coleman, dean of libraries,
noted the collection already includes
more than 300 handwritten scripts and
nearly 17,000 negative photographs
from the 1954-81 felevision lealure,

“Farm Family of the Week,” broadcast by
WLEBT-TV in Jackson. The materials
were donated by the lale Howard Langfitt,
longtime host of the program.

The manuscript materials docurment
everything from small farms and family-
run sawmill operations to corporate agri-
cultural and forestry enterprises.  Pha
tographs, diaries, account ledgers, and a
host of other textual materials provide
glimpses info day-to-day concerns aboul
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the weather, the economy and the chang-
ing face of agricullure. For more informa
tion about the Consortium for the History
of Agricultural and Rural Mississippi, lele-
phone Ms. Coleman at [662) 325-T661,

NEW BLUILDINGS,

RENOVATIONS, AND EXHIBITS
The I. T. Biggs, Ir. Memaorial
Library in Creslal Springs, M5 of the
Copiah-Jefferson Regional Library
System reopened May 6, 2002 with a
newly expanded and renovated building,
O July 7th this year, the New Orleans
limes Ficavune interviewed Paul
Cartwright and made photos of the
Tommy Johnson Tombstone that is tem-
porarily housed at the library, Tommy
was a well-known Blues musician who
has become popular since the recent
") Brother Where

[here is alse a semi-perma-

showing of the movie
Art Thouw,”

Mississippi Libraries

nenl exhibil in the library that contains
memarabilia from the monument dedica-
tion as well as family mementos and rare
books on Mr. Jahnsaon.

WORKSHOPS

The MLA Special Collections
Roundtable teamed up with The Sociely
of Mississippd Archivisis to present Lligiti-
zation and lis Discanfenis: Providing
Access fo Primary Source Materials in
Mississinpl on July 26, 2002, Hosted by
the LUSM Libraries, the workshop attract-
ed librarians and archivisis from Mississip
pi, Louisiana and Georgia. Participants
created metadata records,
nasics al scanning, and encoded finding
aids using EALD, USM Libraries’ Special
Collections personnel, Dr. Toby Graham,
Madia MNasr, Peggy Frice and Diane Ross,
were presenters at the workshop.

learned 1he
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About Books

Durstewitz, Jeff and Ruth Williams.
Younger Than That Now: A Shared Pas-
sage from the Sixties. New York: Ban-
lam Books, 2000, 343 pp. 23.95 hard-
back, 13.95 paperbach.

In February of 1969, high school
senior Jeff Durstewilz mailed a letter to
Yazroo City, Mississippi, that would
change his lile. Angered by the receni
events in the nation, lelf and some
friends, working on Hoofbeats, the slu-
dent newspaper of Calhoun High Schoal,
Merrick, Mew York, wrote a scathing let-
ter fo Ruth Tuttle. Ruth was the editor of
the Yazooan, the school paper of Yazoo
ity High Schoal.

T hat first lefter blamed Ruth for many
of the problems of her state and region,
Fueled by the accusations, Buth wrote
back, Adter the initial correspondence,
their letters no longer contained words of
hate. Instead the two sought friendship
and understanding, A few months after
their letter writing began, Jeff visited
Yazoo City along with two other Lang
lslanders. During the wvisit, the New
Yarkers witnessed daily life in Mississippi,
and Yarzoo City got a glimpse af the
social changes of the Northeast,
Although this firsl meeting was an adven-
ture for all involved, it was also a sign of
what was lo come.

After Buth and Jefl entered college, it
became obvious that despite differences
in geography and upbringing they shared
many problems common to their genera-
ion, Bolh joined the anfi-Vietnam war
movement, experienced life on college
campuses in the days afier the shoolings
al Kenl State, struggled with living up o
parents’ expeciafions, and dealt with los-
ing and finding love,

Futh put her future an hold when she
married a voung paolitical agitalor, Aller a
briel stop in Mississippi, an adventure in
Partugal, and a divorce, she returned to
the Magneclia State. Here she found her
soul mate and the life she had been seek-
ing = in the one place where she, as a
high school senior, had been sure there
was nothing for her.

Jeff's life was not without its own rou-
bles. He walched a close friend die of
cancer at 31, and suffered through the
ebb and flow of his careers. Trained as a
journalisi, he worked for newspapers and
political campaigns.  After his childhood
friends, Ben and Jerry, founded an ice
cream empire, Jelf opened his own fran-
chise in Saratoga Springs, Mew Yoaork,
where he lives loday.

There is something relreshing about a
story of two people who are not famous.
left and Ruth are just two friends nice
encugh fo share their friendship with the
world,  In Mississippi, Younger Than
That Now should be shared in any adull
orienfed or Mississippiana collection,

Sara E. Morris
Reference Services Librarian
Mississippi State University Libraries

Fraiser, Jim. The Majesi of the Mivsis
sippi Delta. Photographs by West Free.
man, Gretna, La.: Pelican Publishing,
2002 96 pp. p1E .95 hardcover,

When musing about the Della, many
writers tend to get by on tired clichés
they discuss the region’s flatness or
describe the economic hardship endured
by many of the inhabitants. Many stick to
the safe and wellworn path of the Delta’s
blues-hased heritage (which is admitredly
difficull 1o leave aloneg). Regardless of the
device, it is that exaci lack of cliché and
crutch thal makes this latest installment in
Pelican’s “Majesty al...” series such an
anjovable read.  Author Jim Fraiser [(Mis-
sizsippi Couning Tales) and photographer
West Freeman [Architectural Digest,
Times. Picayune, Mew Orleans Museum
of Arf) lead the reader through a modest,
vet enjoyable and informalive, journey
through the Mississippi Delta's architec-
tural gems = all with nary a mention of
julke joints ar Hobert Johnson,

Editorially, The Majesty of the Missis-
sippi Deflia is skillfully composed. Choice
informaticnal tidbits abound, and the
author adds just enaugh associated histori-

cal detail to each description to satisfy and
complemen! the visual journey. By the
same token, Fraiser’s knowledge of the
Dielta and the history behind its more cele-
brated edilices gives The boak a resonance
that allows it to rise above what could easi-
ly have been a simple coffee-table tome
about premy buildings in west Mississippi.
CH course, the text of such books uliimate-
Iy serves to frame and complement their
photographic content, and here Free-
man's photagraphy also shines, proving
attractive, well-composed and occasionally
superlative (as in the presentation of home
interiors).  Overall, The Majesty of the
Mississipni Delta is a good cheice and a
fine pick - especially recommended for
schaol and public libraries.

Steven Turner

Webh Developer/Elecironic Resources
Litirarian

Fhe University of Southern Mississippi

Havynes, Melinda, Chalktown. New
York: THEIA, 2001, 317 pp. $23.95

hardcover,

Challtown, the second novel by Mis-
sissippi native and The University of South-
ern Mississippi graduate Melinda Haynes,
has much in common with Haynes' first
hook, Maother of Pear!. The selting is
again rural southeastern Mississippi = this
time George County. Once again, Haynes
has created two groups of “marginalized”
characters who sink into their own forms of
dystunctionality and have lives that are sig-
nificantly changed by interactions with
members of the other group.

Hezekiah {(Hez) Sheehand is the 16-
vear-old who tries to provide a thread of
normalcy in a truly dysfunctional family,
Older sister Arena is seeking success
through promiscuity.  Baby brother Levi,
nicknamed "Yellababy,” suffers physical
and mental disabilities. Mather Susan
Blair, never very stable, has sunk info a
world of delusion and denial following her
meeting with a traveling evangelist and
lhe birth of her third child. Fairg, Susan

[ S



Blair's husband, has discovered that he is
terminally il and, except for a life-shatter-
ing atternpt to save Arena, has essentially
abandoned his lamily for his first wile,
The residents of nearby “Chalktown”

are Aaron Class, Johnny Roper, Henry

Prox, Resie Gentle, and Rosie's daughter
Annie. Chalkiown's inhahitants have
experienced a severe crisis of [aith {ollow-
ing the visit of a traveling preacher and
the deaths of both Annie and her baby.

In the wake of this upheaval, the suriving
residents stop talking to each other and
tale to writing messages on small chalk-
boards sel up in the sireel,

One day, Hez decides to take Yellaba-
by and walk to Chalktown to see for him-
self the place he has heard stories abaout,
On the way he meets Cathy, a girl about

=
his age. Their arrival in Chalktown
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seems 1o fulfill a dream Hosie had record-
ed on her chalkboard. The residents of
Chalktown overcome their past and
accept both Hez and Yellababy, After the
departure of her children and her hus-
hand’s incarceralion, Susan Blair tries o
find her way back o reality, and Fairy has
his own meeting with a faith healer that
has serious implications. Perhaps the
Sheehands and the residents of Chalk-
town will never he what others would call
fully tunctional, but the author leaves us
with the feeling that all their lives have
taken a turn for the belter,

Haynes™ story exudes the dusty,
humid heat of a southern Mississippi
summer, and she again captures the spir-
its of her characters. Her portrayals of the
Sheehand family. the Chalklown resi-
dents, and the peripheral characters, both
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Rlack and white, are honest and sensilive.
Al Dibraries with an interest in Southern
regional fiction will want Challiown .

Louise Plodinec
Assistant Collection Development Officer
Mississinpi State Universiy

Wilson, Charles. Deep Sleep. MNew
Yark: 51 Martin's Press, 2001, 280 pp,
$24.95 hardcover.

Having been praised by the Los Ange-
les Times as “a wizard plotter,” Charles
Wilson once again has developed an
intriguing, ferrifving thriller filled with a
blend of science and myth. In Deep
Sleep, Wilson draws the reader into a
story of terror and revenge using fast-
paced aclion and edge-ol-vour-seat hpe
tension.

Dreep in the moss-covered woods of
the Louisiana bayou, Parish Deputy Mark
French is called to investigate the murder
of a young woman, Deloris Rivel, He
finds more than an institute for sleep dis-
orders at the South Louisiana Sleep Dis-
orders Institute,  He finds a situation full
of sinister purposes. During his investiga-
lion, he discovers yel another set of mus
ders, that of a husband and wife, which
appears to be an integral part of an over-
all plot originating ar the institute.

Mark seeks help from Dr. Kelly Dal-
ton, a visiting peyehiatrist, o assist him in
building a psycholagical profile of his
liller or killers. The hwo af them face fer-
rifving danger as their inveshigation takes
thern deeper and deeper into the world of
voodoo and hypnotic suggeshions.

Deep Sleep ashs the question: who is
in control of your sleep, vou or someone
else? |t is an intriguing story which takes
yvou on a whirlwind ride of terror and
revenge. |he author delivers a thorough,
detailed thriller that cannot be easily laid
down uniil the final outcome is known.
This book is a must for all Mississippi
libraries, especially those with a large
mystery-loving patronage.

Donna Phelps Fite
Purvis Branch Librarian
Lamar Couniy Library Sypstem
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About Children’s Books

MICHAEL L. PRINTZ
AWARDS 2002

For the third vear a committee of nine
librarians from the American Librany Asso-
clation’s Young Adult Library Services
Association has selected haoks of Terany
distinction for teenagers, The award is
named in memory of Michael L. Printz, a
schoaol librarian from Topeka, Kansas, whao
enthusiastically pramoted voung adult litera-
ture. This year's winners include one
Printz Award and four Printz Honor Books,

MICHAEL L. PRINTZ AWARD
Na, An. A Siep from Heaven.
Asheville, Morth Caraljpa:  Frant Street,
2001, 156 pp. $15.95,

Throuah firsl-person narrative, the clear
voice of Korean-born Young Ju tells of her
life from the age of four info her feenage
vears. When she and her parents fly 1o
California, Young Ju thinks they are on
their way lo heaven., Her parents show
“happy feeth™ upon their arrival in Ameri-
ca, but Young Ju says dully, “This is nol
heaven.”  Readers follow Young Ju's life
through a series of simple lellings of events
like well-focused snapshots,  The birth al
her brother causes her father to crow with
pride, but Young Ju tells her second grade
class thal her brother died. The family is
surprised when flowers are delivered to
their home., Young Ju is forced 1o speak
Morean at home although she learns
English, She becomes adept at funchion-
ing in American sociefy and in a Korean
home. Young fu emerges as a sirong,
intelligent woman, perhaps made mare
resilient by her stresslul upbringing. In this
first novel, An Na uses spare language o
convey Young Ju's maturing process and
to relate the difficulties of surviving and
thriving in o different cultures. This
memoirturmed-novel will appeal o a wide
range of ages fram |2 and up

MICHAEL L. PRINTZ AWARD
HOMNOR BOOKS
Dickinson, Peter. The Ropemaker.
Mew York: Delacorte Press, 2001. 375

pp. $15.95.
Elements of magic and time drive this

fascinating fantasy by Brifish master story-
teller Peter Dickinson,  Tilja, Tahl, their
grandparents, and an ill-tempered horse sel
off on a quest to find the magician who can
renew Ihe ancient power in their valley.
The first sign ol Irouble begins whaen Tilja's
ma goes “to sing fo the cedars,™ and Tilja
and her grandmother find her lving on the
ground covered with snow with barely a
pulse. Once the quest begins, they face
many strange dangers in the Empire they
must travel through, Yet the dangers
become challenges that set the stage for
Tilia's discovery of her own extracrdinary
power,  suspenselul, surprising, and salis-
fying, Dickinson’s novel entertains while
leaving readers with a sense of life’s possi-
bilities.  Fantasy fans in grades 7 through
12 wall find this novel a rewarding read.

Greenberg, Jan, ed. Heart ioc Hear:
MNew Poems Inspired by Twentieith-Cen
funy American Art. New York: Harry M.
Abrams, Inc., 2001, 80 pp. $19.95,
Forty-three poets were asked o choose
an American work of art from the nentieth
centuny and write 8 poem o accompany it
Out of that infriguing reques! emerged a
range of poetry siyles fram fraditional
rhyme to free verse fo experiments with pal-
tern. Their choices of art range in syle from
abstract to sculpture to more traditional
choices. Their choices of media include
oil, acrylic, pastel, gelatin sibver print, mixed
media, and more. Greenberg grouped the
poems and arfwork info four calegories:
Stories, Voices, Impressions, and Expres-
sions.  From Siories, William Jay Smith
speculates on the type of music that Elie
Madelman’s Woman at the Fiano, a “tall,
thin lady,” would play. In Voices, Marisol's
The Farnily slands silently while Susan Ter-
ris aives voice o one ol the sisters who
describes her family which has been aban-
doned by her Papa, In Impressions, Geor-
gia O'Keeffe's Poppy is compared fo a
swirling Spanish dancer,  And finally, lane
0. Wayne describes Milton Aveny's Girl
Wriling as “just patches of pure color”
Suilable for grades 5 and up, this thought-
ful and creative collection of art and poetry
has much fo offer those who will lake the

fime lo savor the images and voices.

Lynch, Chris. Freewil!. Mew York:
HarperColling Fublishers, 2007, 148 pn.
51545

Will's dad and stepmaother died in an
apparent murder-suicide when his “Dad
drove off the road” and “into the water.”
Both the story and the style are odd and
not easily read. Wil speaks of himself in
lirgly,
he is enrolled in a woodworking class
where he makes tatems that appear on
the heach after the deaths of several
teens, He wonders it he has become a
“carrier pigeon of death.” Although he is

the second person “vou.”  Unwi

disturbed by the deaths, his final sculpture
is a memorial 1o his father and & way for
him to heal. This dark novel is recom-
mended for grades 9 through 12,

WolH, Virginia Euwer, rue Heliever,
Mew Yaork: Atheneum Books for Yaoung
Readers, 2001, 264 pp. $17.00.

I & sequel 1o Make Lemonade, Wolfl
uses her riveting verse-prose sivle 1o con-
tinue LaVaughn's stoary, Now at fifteen,
LaVaughn has a crush on Jody, a child-
heod friend who returns to the neighbor-
hood. She is disbelieving, and then
heartbroken, when she sees him kissing
another boy. So much changes for
LaVaughn despite her own sleadiness in
The violence
and the poverty of her neighborhood are
all that remain the same. Occasionally
readers glimpse Jolly, the unwed mother
fraom Make Lemonade. Through the
changes and the siress, LaVaughn is
resilient, Mear the end of the novel when
Jody gives her a birthday qilt and kisses
her cheel, she thinks, "1 get it. | gel
it We will rise to the occasion/which is

school and as a person

life."  And the reader knows that
LaVaughn will be all right. This rich
novel is recommended lor ages thirteen
and older.

Rosemary Chance

Assistant Professor, SLIS

The University of Southern Mississinpi
Fosemary. Chance@usm. edy

I
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Apply Now for

EDITOR
of
Mississippi Libraries
Aduerﬂsedhby the Executive Board of the Mississippi Library Association

Applications are now being accepted for the exciting and challenging position of Editor for the
quarterly publication, Mississippi Libraries. This award-winning publication, published by the
Mississippi Library Association, has had a long line of excellent editors. The MLA seeks an
enthusiastic and energetic person to follow in their footsteps.

The new editor will be responsible for issues of ML for a three-year period beginning with
Spring 2003 and ending Winter 2005. A stipend is awarded 1o the editor each year and he/she
is able to choose his/her own editorial staff.

Qualifications include: experience in writing and editing, excellent organizational skills and
ability to meet deadlines, excellent time-management skills in coordinating multiple projects/
tasks at the same time; ability to delegate responsibility; ability to plan for and anticipate future
areas of professional interest and develop new ideas; ability o be tactful and work well with oth-
ers: excellent skills in computer software applications and proofreading skills. Experience in
page layout/design is preferred.

Please send a letter of application, resume and two work-related references by October 1, 2002
to:
Mary Julia Anderson
MLA Executive Secretary
PO. Box 20448
Jackson, MS 39289-1448
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MLA Executive Board Minutes

MAY 17, 2002

BOARD MEMBERS ATTENDING:

Terry Lalour, President

Frima Plancheé, Wee-Prasldent Presidant elecs
Hathleen Wells, Secreiory

Randy Sherard, Padiameniarian

Henry Lader,

Yast Proesiden

Billy Beal, ALA Cavncilar

Indiva Bihowal, Soecial Librans Section Clhair
Cree Cee Long, School Librans Secrion Chair
laff Slagell, ACRL Chaii

Cravid Woodburn, Public Librans Secion Chalr

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:

Theresa Akbar-Ellison, ZYCR T/ Black Cavcus

Mary Julia Anderson, Execufive Secreian;

Ann Branton, Edifar, Mississiond Litrarics
Margarita Slanford, Della Denial fnzurance Reore-

sElanive

President Latour callad the Meeting 1o order a
10:0% am. The agends wes presented.

. OFFICERS' AND STAFF REPORTS:

AL

I»,

Minutes. The minutes of the March 8 meering
were distributed and reviewed, R Sherard
rcved fo approve the minetes; P Placché seo-
onded, Approval was unanimous.

Treasurer's Report. In the abzence of Trea-
surer K, Colerman, T, Lalour presented a bal
ance sheel currenl as of 473072002, He
noted thar the assaciaton has received aboul
$AS0D less in dues then was projected in the
budget, and that a significant number of peoaple
wiho wore members & year ar fwo agao have nol
renewsd for this vear. Currene sraristics show
B2 dues-paying members,  The reporl wis
unanimously aporoved on a maorion be B Sher-
arcd with & second by J. Slagell.

President's Report. T, Latour reported that
Many Parling has been named chair of the Pub.
licily Committes. In light of Parliamentarian
Jim Parks' retirament, Larcur asked lor a walun-
leer I serve in Dis place. B Sherard agreed fo
serve as Parliamentarian,
Vice-President/'President-Elect. F.
Flauche reported that planning for the 2002
conference in Hatiesburg is on schedule. The
Conference Planning Committes will meet June
3. Al preliminary Tarms have been received
frarm program planmers. A, Branion has final-
red arrangement with the Cabol Lodge, 5
drafl conference schedule has been created, and
meal planning s in progress. Vendor conlracls
and camwenlicn cenfer brochures were mailed in
carly April, The exhibil area will be called
Spantars’ Showcase, and noeconllicl time will
ke buill intas the schedule ko wiew the axhibils,
Mini-prograrms and other evenls will be present
ecd in the exhibil area at these fimes, such as an
ice cream social spansorsd by he Membership
Committee.  Plauché recommended Conwven-
fian Display, which MLA has been using for
recent conferences, fo sel up the exhikits. Tha
Regisrration Commiltee will begin designing 1he
registration area and regisiration forms, The
Vice-President's reparl was approved on a
maodion by B, Sherard with & second by T
Akbar-Ellisen, With regard 1o the 2003 conler

In.
A

erce, T, Latour presented a confract wilh Casi-

re Magic in Bay 5t Louwis. Rooms in he arigi-

nal |‘.-II||-:'Jir".|_‘: will b '11-"]'-:3' a |'|i|_,'|'|1_ wailty roarss i

the new hotel seailable for 369, There will he

no charge far the wse of the convenlicn center.

Lalour signed the confract and gave it 1o P

Flauchs 1o return 1o the folel

ALA Councilor's Report. B, Beal reporied

on several iems

1. 5chool Library Gramts, There is an
opporunily for peaple who wark in schaonl
libraries 1o apply for grands or be grand
revdewers Tor the FY 2002 Improving Liter-
acy Throogh School Libraries Grant Pro-
gram. Reviewsrs will be pald 5100,

2, Government Printing Office. The
Diffice of Management and Budget is gaing
o stop s exclusive use of GPOD and will
use private printers 1o produce governmenr
documents,  Librarians are concerped ar
s decentralizalion.

3. Salary Eguity/Advocacy Workshop
at ALA. Beal will aftend this workshop.
Aftar ALA, he will rals with B, Plauché
about setling up an MLA workshop based
ar the material oresented ar ALS,

4, Mississippi Candidates for ALA
Council. Beal neded that there were ron
Mississippi candidates for ALS Council in
the recent election, kot thal neither of them
WA

The Councilor's repor was approved on motion

by B, Sherard with a second by 1. Bhowal,

SELA Councilor’'s Repost. T, Latour dis-

rributed a handout from SELS Councilor Clenda

Segars, who was absent. The handoul

announced he dates of this year's hiennial SELA

cenference in Charleston, 5.0, Ocl, 24-26,

Executive Secrefary, M.J. Anderson

reminded the Board thal postage will go oupin

lure, and that the bulk mail rate will go up

P50 & year,

Mississippi Libraries Editor. &, Brantan

reported That The theme ol he surmmer issoe 15

Alrican American librarianship. She gave T

Lataur a copy of an advertisement Tar & new edi-

lar of AL bal will runin the nest issue, and rec-

ommenced that the Board create & commiites

o interview candidates ol MLAD Branfon also

requested The opporfunity o recognize the WY

editarial stafl and canlribulors o the conlerence
awerds luncheon, P. Plauché thanked Branton
for her service 25 editor. There was some dis
cussion of requirements for the editor posiion
and of the composition ol he review carmmitlee,

B. Beal moved that the commitice consist of the

current Exacurive Board aflicers, the Execulive

Secrefary, the outgoing editor, and a seciion

chair t be named by the Presdent 1 Slagel

secandel. The molion wis approved. The adi-

tor's report was approved on a maotian by P,

Flauchs with a second by B, Beal.

SECTION REPORTS:

ACRL. 1. Slagell reported on the election of
new oflicers lor the section:  the new Yice-
Chair S Chair-Elect will he Suzanne Craharm, and
the Secrelary will be Peagy Price. The ACRL
program for the fall conference will e entifled
“Solskille: Crealing & Betler Workplace.” The

presenter will be Steve Bearden, a corparate
coach in the Jackson area, and the lopic will be
listening and communication skills, Foous
oroups will be created ahesd of fime o enable
peaple 1o padicipate through phone canfer-
ences if they can'l attend MLA. Temporary
S00 numbers will be creared for the nhone con-
ferences, Material from the focus groups will be
incorporaled indo lhe conference meeating. The
ACERL report was approved an a molion by D
Woadburm wilh a second by B Sherard.
Fublic Libraries. Section Chair [ Waoad-
burn disfributed a handout on a proposed MLA
conference pragram e be co-sponsored by he
FPublic Library Section and the Truslees Section.
Aogrant rom ML would Tund & spealer fram
Ciligate Communicalions, a lirm of communica-
fioms consubtants thar has warked with ciher
slate lbrary sssociations. There would be nao
programs: ane an commanication, for aporax-
marely 100 people, and cne lor approximalehy
50 people on improving a librany™s Image,
Waondbsiirm requested thal the Baard authorize a
arant agreernentd with MLC for up te 510,000,
Waorkhaaks wauld be a part af the pragram,
ard MLA would have them printed. H. Ledel
moved o accept Woodbum's propesal and o
aulhorize T, Lalour to sign the letter of agree-
ment, and the conlract with 1the proggram speak-
er il the granl application is approved; 1. Slagell
secanded. B, Beal asked what would happen if
the pragrarm were nol lunded; Waodburn
replied that they have a kackup speaker in
mind, The motian carried unanimoushy,  The
Fublic Library Secfion reporl was appraved on a
mdion by Beal with & second by [, Long,
Schoeol Libraries. Seclion Chair [0 Long
repered on pragramming for Yauth Services
Cray ar the fall MLA conference, 1o be spon-
sored by the Young People's Services Round
Fable, the School Library Seclion, and MAG-
MOLIA. The programs will bhe presented an
Wednesday, Qo 15 and will include MAG-
MOLLA fraining, an awhors” luncheon, and a
waurh senvices swap shop, T Lalour suggesied
It the section have a fler printed and have a
bocth ar LAMP Tour locations in Augus! 1o pro-
mate the pragram; P Plaucheé added shal the
Membersship Commites cauld have representa:
lives there 1o collect memberships.  Latour
reported that the Mississipp! Depr, of Education
has set up & commilles 1o update The School
Librany Media Frogram quidelines; several MLA
mernbers are on the cormmitles, B, Beal ashed
il school librarians are par of the srate's Mini-
rrm Faundation dormula; § Leng replied bl
they are not. Beal suggesied that having schaal
librarians added to he formula could be a possi
Ble legislative goal for the assncialion; the issue
has a direct tie ro MLA'S membership base. A
Brantan asked if anyone fram the USM Schoal
of Library and Infarmation Science were
involved, To fhe knowledge of anyone present
SLIS faculty are nor invelved.  The Public
Litrary reporl wis approved on a modion from
B. Beal with a secand by K. Waells,

Special Libraries. | Bhowal reporied that
the speaker for the seclion’s MLA program will
be fhe direcler of the Mississippi Emergency
Management Agency, The topic will be an how




1L
A,

V.
AL

libraries can prepare the public for emargency
suations, Bhowal and V., Champion fram
ML have prepared a flier and sent i 10 special
libraries requesting thar 1They join MLA. The
Special Library report was approved on a
matian fram 0, Wheadburn with & second by B,
Beal,

Trustees, The Truslers Section reporl wis
covered by the report of the Public Librany Sec-
Hisn,

ROUND TAELE REPOHRTS:

Black Caucus, T. Akbar-Ellisen reported on
conference preparations; they are ingng to get a
grant la lund a conlerence speaber. The cau-
cus is sending our a neminating baliod and will
have new aflicers 1o presenl 2l the lall mesting.
2YCRT. T. Akkar-Ellizon reparted that the
round fable will have a breaklas) prograrm af e
{all conference, with a program an lhrang secu-
rifi

GODORT. T. Latour neded that e-matls have
gaite out i anneunce the spring rmeeting,
TSRT. T. Latour reminded the Board that the
spring TSRET mesting will be May 24 in the
Jaclean area. ®

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Election. K. 'Wells gave the results of the alec-
tion of MLA officers Tor 2003:  Juanila Flan
ders, Vice-President/ President-elect; lennifer
Smith, Treasurer; and Sara Morris, Secretan.
Insurance. In the ahsence of Chair B,
Creene, T, Lalaur presenled Margarita Slan
ford, o representafive of the Delia Dendal Insur-
ance program,  Slankard disiributed a brochure
and oullied features and costs of the program.
If a single person at a lbrans eniolis, the promi-
urms would e pavable by bank draft; i three
people at a site enroll, billing could be done
through the ibrary,  Latour poinfed out Thal
MLA s recent effart 1o offer lahility insurance
failed because there were nol enough partici
pants; however, for ihe Dela Dencal plan, there
5 re inimnum nomber of parlicipants required.
He added thal offering dental henefils could
help atract members 1o the ascociation,  MLA
wauld Tacilifale enrellment bud would nat be
involved n collecting premiums. There was
sarme discussion of assecialion members” neads
far indormaticn ahout insurance and Benafils in
general: P Plauched noded fhat the Mississippi
Fublic Employess’ Betirement Syustem will give
a presentation at the MLA conference.  Plauche
mowved that the Board authorize 1he [Insurance
Camimiltee fa prepare an insurance markefing
plan and presenti a program on insurance
oplicns 2 the lall conference. D Woadbum
seconded. The motion was approved.
Legislative Committes, In fhe absence of
Chair D, Mitchell, T. Latcur reporied on MLA's
participation in Mational Legislative Day. Ten
MLA representabives went 1o Washingion and
met with several Mississippi legislators,  The
main kpics discussed were L3TA renewal and
capuright issues.

Membership Committee. [In the absence of
the co-chairs, T. Larour repoded that ke com-
millee is working on contacting individuals and
encouraging them 1o renew, and on aclivilies
lor the [zl conlerence.

OLD BUSINESS:
MLC Board of Commissioners Momina-

Vi
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tions, 1. Latowr summarized the progress that
baatd been made in gathering the names of nomi-
rees 10 submit o the gavernor for the ruskee’s
seal being vacated by Russell Burms. The MLA
Hoard's charge 15 10 submil no fewer than sis
names for consideration, bul the number is nat
limited foosie, PO Plaochd nofed that acoarding
e the handbool, nominees do not bave 1o be
MLA members; H, Ledel recommendsd thai
roermbership should be a crilerion. There was
discussion on which of the nominess were
meernbers and on the desirabilily of geographic
diversity on the MLC Board; B, Beal pointed
cul that the soulbern parl of The slafe is under
represented on the current board, [, Waoaod-
burn micwed that the Boeard awihorize T, Latour
by write @ leter 1o the governor presenting the
narinees who are MLA members, 2nd thal the
lether should recommend that gengraphic diver-
sify e faken inlo account. B Beal seconded;
e mofion wes approved.  Latour will make an
appeintment with e gavernar's appointimenls
secrefany 1o discuss the nominations. The nom-
ineeEs e he oreserked are;
Mary Edmond, nominated by Kaileen Theiling,
Central Miss, Librang System
Slewar? Gilchris!, nominaled by Pauleile
Entrekin, Laurel-Jones Counby
Jolee Hussey, naminated by Catherine Mathan,
First Regional Library System
Favee Lee, noaminaled by Prima Plauché,
Hancock Counmny
Barhara Martin, nominated by Koberl Willits,
lacksen-Oeorge County
Randy Sherard, nominated by Deb Mitchell,
Vicksburg Warren Counby
Yvanne Stanford, nominated by Missie Craig.
Clarksdate-Coahoma Cournly
ALA Better Salaries/ Advocacy Training
Workshop, | Lafour reported thal he, along
with B. Beal, will attend the warkshop in
Atlanta, P, Placchd added thal here is a frustee
relations workshep on Saturdsy &t the ALA con-
ference
ALA Dyaft Policy on Privacy. T. Latour
noted thal the ALA policy on privacy and inler
prefation of the Library Bill of Righis was
revisad 1his spriveg; B, Beal added that ALA is
inviting cormmenls on the revised policy on ils
Weh sire.
MLA E-mail List. T. Lafour repored that
work on the listis continuing, with many invalid
addresses being removed. P Plaucheé added
that some people think that list membership is
autamaric an joining MLS, énd need o be
remninded to sign up. The Publiciiy Cammidies
i distributing information or joining the lisl.

MEW HLUSINESS:
CIPFA Court Decision. Beminding the
Beard that the asscciation had received e-mail
inguiries on MLA's position in response o the
LL5, Distact Court's decision an the Children’™s
Iterned Prolection Ad, T. Latour dislsibufed a
drafr statement that supparts chaioes at the indi-
wvidual lioramy level on gueshions of filkering and
anprapiate levels of access, B, Beal diswribured
e-mails summarizing relevant pending courl
cases. [ Waodbum moved fo adopr the shate-
ment as dislribuled: Beal seconded. Afler some
dizcussion, Beal called rthe question, The
mofion passed unanimously.  The fext of 1he
slarement follaws,

"The Mississippi Library Associafion is a

H, Mew Parliamentarian,

Mississippi Libraries

diverse arganizalicn with members from school,
public, academic and special lbraries, as well as
public livrary frustees and (riends of libraries.
Each member brings to the arpantzation differ-
enl experiences and beliefs.  Each library has a
different missian and operates under different
gawverning authaorities,

While we are united 10 aur helief that chil-
dren should nof be exposed o pornegraphic
materizls afb likraries, there are diferences of
apinian an haw fo accomplish this intent and
shill provide access te appropriate information
acught by library vsers, We have laith in the
udicial system af the United Srates and recog-
nize the facl thal the decision by the United
Shdes Dhistrict Courl in Philedelphia will nad end
fhe challenges to this law., Mosl Mississipni
libraries and their governing boards have debat-
ad the isaues and reviewed their aptions.  Deci-
sions on whai course of action 1o take in order
e address thesse prallerns, while confinuing fo
provide qualily library services, have already
bieen made ar the lecal levsl

The Mississippi Library Associafion sup-
pors the efforts of Mississippt librares o make
the decisions hat are mast appropriate for the
neecs of their local communities.”

As noled above, [,
Sherard agreed fo replace 1. Parks as Parlia-
rertarian

. MLA Committees. T. Latour reporied an

camments he had received on the rale and
makeup of the Continuing Education, Lang
Hnngu: Planning, and Puldicity commitises,
There were some comments o the effect tha
duplication of effart is invabeed in the functions
ol the Continuing Education and Publications
commitiees, since confinuing education and
publicalion functions are carried ool by @ num
ber of sechions, commiftess and round fables
Therefare, 1he president has nel appointed any-
one fo serve on ihese commibess. The Long
Range Flanning Commillee's existence is man-
dated by fhe Bulaws. T. Latouwr will lock ai
lang-range planning information Tram SELA
and will also invesligate how long-range plan-
ning Is carried cuf in ofher slate asseciations; he
irviled Turther comments on the matter. The
Board will lnok ar commitee makeup again an
e Augusl mesfing.

VII ANNOUNCEMENTS:
A. MNext Board Meeting. The Board will mieet

an Friday, August 9. al the Mississippi Library
Commission.

E. ALA Program on AIDS Information, B

Geal announced that the ALA Black Caucus
and the Gay. Leshian, Bisexval, and Transgen-
dered Hound Table will sponsor a program at
the Atlanta conlerence on disseminagling infor-
rmaticn aboul HINVNAAIDS to library pairons;
speakers will be from the Mational Institgles of
Heallh and fhe Centers for Disease Condral and
Fraventian.

VIIL. ADJOURMNMENT:
The Board adiaurned at 12:495 pom.

Hespecifolly submitfed,
Fatfleen L, Wells, Secrelany
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Get involfved in MLA by joining a commitfee!
mla Mississippi Library Association
2003 Committee Preference Form

Active participation by the membership is critical to the success of our Association.

Mame _

Address City _ dip

Libramy_ Pasition =1
Wark Phone Haome Phone

Ermail Address

Section: 3 ACEL 1 Fublic 1 Schoaol O Special O Trustee L Friend

&

MLA COMMITTEES

Current membership in MLA is required for commitiee assignmenis. Please rank, in order of preference, the com-
mittee(s) on which vou would like to serve. Indicate whether vou have previous experience. Commitiees are
defined in the MLA Handbook, Chapter Four, at www lib.usm.edu” ~ mla

l Committee Experience/Expertise . Committee Experience/Expertise
Archives & History Intellectual Freedom
MLA Awards Legislative
Mississippi Author Constitution Bylaws &
Awards Organizational Review
Membership Handbook
Continuing Education Long Range Planning
Copyright Review Mational Library Week
Mominating Conservation
Election Fublications
Information Literacy Publicity
Fiscal Management Scholarship
Internal Audit Web Page
Insurance

MLA Annual Conference Commitiees

The MLA annual conference will be held Cetober, 2003 in Bay St Louis, Juanita Flanders, 2003 Vice President/ President Eleci, will
coordinate the conference. If you are interested in serving on a conference committee in addition to or instead of the above MLA Cam-
mitfees, please indicate.

l Committee Experience /Expertise l Committee Experience/Expertise
Local Armangements Poster Sessions
Registration Exhibits
Hospitality General Volunteer

Feturn completed form to: Prima Plauché, Hancock County Library System, 312 Highway 90, Bay 5. Louis, MS 39520, or fax to
(228) 467-5503, or email 1o pplauched@hancoch.lib.ms.us,
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Mississippi Libraries

Treasurer’s Report

MISSISSIPP] LIBRARY ASSOCIATION Roundtable lncome foand)

“Fund Balances as of May 31, 2002° 5570 YPSRET Membership Incoms A5 0
Akl RO TSRT ."-'1-.'|"||.l-.-'::-'|:::- Incarne Ba.00
Account  Description ETIE AR 1 B0 SCET Membershin Incame 12,00
1At A SOUTH Chacking 23641.03 LS Black Caucus Membership Incame RN
1002 Ab SOUTH S g C0 15033 14
103 THE-F May Brokerage dce G033 Conmwvention Ineome
104 2 %R CD 24N GREZ R 55850 M5 Aulhor Awanck SO0 00 11500
105 PMAY 2 YE LD G915 34 GEI0 Convenlion Begsiaton 1200000
10T B SteeendF May rmlo! fand 422400 5520 Careenlion Exhibit Feps 2200000 AG5G.00
1008 ASH M Checks lE2. 25 REA0 Cenventicn Danarions AU [RRATERNH
2002 Fimanl Asmals {les deseacialion) ALT1.00 SA40 Canenlion Qeniral Seasion SO00C A9E.EN
Total Assets ST0UR.Th Tatal Incorme $35505,.20
Liabilitics
Account  Deseripfion At MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
Z002s Taxes Pavable AR 0T "Expenditures as of May 371, 2002 Al ¥
Account  Deseription Budeged (gl 2}
Equity LDperating Expenses
Accound  Descrijdion Amiunt GO Execuries Secrelany Salary E 196000 427800
3010 Genere Fund A5475 A1 S04 Execubvee Secrelesy FICA 1179 37 S B
21200 Peggye May Fund 233899 3¢ G100 Accounting Fees 20005 00 Q18.30
2130 AMRET Funs 2502 52 2100 Banls Chisrges SO0 449 5
2180 AYCRT Fund R A G220 Bank Credid Cand Fees T1E. 13
2150 QODGRT Fund 135405 G320 Pestage 1 75000 AZha.20
21l LIET Fund 46 G40 Olbice Expenses ICHT G0 L I R
2170 YPSRT Fund 2E30ET G50 Telephane 2000 010 AL G5
2180 ECTET Fund AR Gabl Dues — ALA & SELA 20O T
2190 TERT Fund AR 14 GATD Trawval = Preddonl 2750010
2210 SCRT Fund A07.08 6320 Travel = Vice Presiden 2230.00
2220 KWMRET Fund 212,30 A0 Travel - ALA Councila 1 25000
2250 Black Coaucws Fund 2403 G Travel = SELA Representare V060
220 Past Presidents Fund [ 46, 1
2270 Property Furnitarse & Fixtures 1537 .65 Section Expense
2280 Property Laulp & Compure T 20 aoll ACHEL LO.00
A0 Rerainesd Earnings 283302 G520 Public 500000
Mes Inceme 12751 GHAL School L0000
Total Equily S73534.99 G540 Special S0 21.20Q
Total Liabilities and Equity e LU ] GHEL Trusles L1000
Committes Expenss
MISSISSIPP LIBRARY ASSOCIATION a1l Awards 1540.00
“Income as of May 37, 200027 2002 YTy GhAL  Canservallon
Accouni! Descriplion Budgei finay02] GOA0 Lagislative 1 50000 L2172
General Income GhEL MW SO0 00 | b 9
RZ00 Marnbershis Dues | 750000 38200, 00 GOAD Membership 20000
G202 Interest — Ceneral Furid S00,00 374,92
GG Diner Income (MLASLESTA Grant 7RO 040) BOYE TE Convention Expense
G310 Converdion Fxp = Fahibids SO (10
M5 Libraries Income G Convention Lxp — General Sessien GG Q0 142685
G221 ML Adverlising 20000 537,50 G750 Conwvestion Fxp — Local Srmangermiends SO0 0
222 ML Subscriptions SO0 22000 GG Comvention Lra - Regisiration FH.00
G223 ML Crhar lcoma 140,00 7MY Corwertion Fxp — Privting 200,00
GYFL M Author's Award Expenas TR AR
MLW I
RAOT ML Hegisiration RSO0 AEA0.00 Roundiable Expense
LA0Z  WLW Promo Matarials 10500 P50 ih6ah TSRT
Pegygy May Incomae Missisainst Lilsraricos Expensae
5351 Interest Income = Pegoy May 143,74 ML = Tl RETCHTHRATH J157.02
NA%E  Peggy Mey Donalions 29300 A0 ML - Mailing 18955
UM ML - Miscellareons Famense F.oAR
Roundiable lncome G300 ML = Printing GAG0.00
5610 ANRT Memhership Income TR
RELD AYCHT Membarship Incame 7200 Total Expeinses S209277.69
5630 GODORT Membership Inoome 21.00 -
Nl LIET Membesshin Incorma LFA0
RES0 FCTET Membershin Ireome 12,00
NGl KMET Membership Incoma 5,00




MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY
ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP FORM

It is nof foo lafe o fake advaniage of conference
discount rates through December 2002

MEMBERSHIP YEAR
C1 2002 (January-December 2002)
2003 (Januarg-December 2003)

Mame

Libirary

Fasition

Mailing address

Ciby_ Stale

Home Phone

Business Phone
Fax
E-rmail

Type of Library
New Membership [ Renewal [
A. MEMBERSHIP TYPES

Membership (Any person currently working in a librang or
information center, Mark by salary range)

010 $9 49949 $15 per vear 0
$10,000 to $19,999 $25 per year £

20,000 o § 29,095 $35 per vear %

£30,000 to § 39,999 A5 per year +

$40,000 and up $50 per vear %

Student {full-time) % 5 per vear t

Trustee $15 per year !

Friends and others not emploved

b & library agency 515 per year i
Institutional Membershin $45 per year ! —

A, MEMBERSHIP TYFES SUBTOTAL §

mia

hitp://www.lib.usm.edu” ~ mla home.himl

B. SECTIONS
All MLA memberships include membership in one section,

Academic {(ALCKEL)
FPublic

Schoaol

Special

Trustee

B. SECTIONS SUBTOTAL

C. ROUNDTABLES
Join one ar more roundiables for opportunities in professional
growth  $3.00 EACH,

s

ANRT
IAutomation and MNetaworking)
BLACK CAUCUS 2
ECRT
iEducational Communication and Tech)
GODORT
(Government Documents)
LIRT
[Library Instruction)
NMRT
(Mew Members)
SCRT
(Special Collections)
TS5RT
(Technical Services)
2YCRT ¥
[2 Year College)
YPSRT %
[Young People’s Services)

C. ROUNDTABLES SUBTOTAL %

=

D. SCHOLARSHIP
[Fonation o Peggy May Scholarship
D. SCHOLARSHIP SUBTOTAL

o A

GRAND MLA TOTAL
(DUES GRAND TOTAL (A + B + C) AND
SCHOLARSHIP D) g

Check enclosed (Make payable to Mississippi Library Associa-
tion) and mail to MLA, PO Box 20448, Jackson MS 39289-
1448, All dues include subscription to Mississippi
Libraries. Flease charge my MLA dues to my:

(1 VISA _| MasterCard

Account Mumber

Expiration Date

Signature

)

[Chues must be paid by March T in arder ta recelve the March ssue of

Mississippd Libraries and for annoal election of afficers,

PALA may 21 fimes supply ils membership st o professional crganizations or
x I I x| -

lirary venders, Checl the box i you da not want your name included. [

I N



UNIYERSITY PRESS OF MISSISSIPPI

WILLIF Red Midnight
MORRIS BY THOMAS HA|
s Lrouie PHILLIPS

Shifting
Interludes
Selected Essays
BY WILLIE MORRIS i
EDITED: BY JACK BALES
Covering the span of
his forty-vear caresr, a
callection of eloguent
essdys Oy one of the
south's favorite writers
528 hardcover

»

The first nesa novel 1n
forty vears from the
acclaimed writer of
cocks and screenplays
508 hardcover :

Touring Literary
Mississippi

BY PATTI CARR BLACK
AN AMARIOMN

B RMNELL

A ravelars guicle com-
oined with capsule

oiographies and photo-

graphs of writers with
Mississippi ties

$9& unjacketed hardoover,
520 softcover

Lost Landmarks
of Mississippi

By MARY CARDL MILLER
A guide to historic
Bunldirgs lost to neg-
lect, flames, "proaress,”
and bulldozers

535 hardcover

WELAR REEWE

Haunted Places
in the American

South

BY ALAN BROMWYN

A quicke for finding
fifty-Free Ristoncally
haunted sites through-
aut the South

#46 unjacketed hardcover,
518 softcover

ORDERS: Call 1-800-737-7788,

fax to 601-432-6217, or write to
press@ihl.state.ms.us

3825 Ridgewood Road + Jackszon, M5 39211 + www.upress.state.ms.us

Mississippi Library Association
Post Office Box 20448
Jackson, Mississippi 39280-1448

NON-PROFIT
ORGAMIIATION
L. 5 POSTAGE
FAID
PERMIT NG, 312
HATTIESELRG, MISSISSIPP




