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16" Annual Poster Session: Poster Session |
Wednesday, October 25
4:00 ©5:30 pm

Punt, Pass& READ!! Fall Reading Program Scores Big at Chambers County Library.
Monica Barber, Mary Hamilton, and Tabitha Truitt, Chamber County Library (Valley, AL)

The Punt, Pass & READ!! Fall Reading Program "kicked-off" at the H. Grady Bradshaw
Chambers County Library in Valley, Alabama on September 1, 2005 with a televised pep rally.
Over 250 enthusiastic patrons enjoyed performances by the Lanett High School Band and the
Lanett High, Springwood School and Valley High cheerleading squads. Patrons from preschool
to adult signed up to earn individual reading incentives and to "score" for their school and their
favorite high school football team to win the Library Reading Bowl.

The "season” ended with a Tailgate Party on November 4™, The party featured
musician/drummer Mark Seymour, tailgate snacks and award presentations. Valley High School
received the team trophy, and LaFayette Lanier Elementary School was awarded $500 for top
scoring school with the most books read by a school based on student population. Also, patrons
reading 100 or more books were presented with a MVR (Most Valuable Reader) trophy.

The success of Punt, Pass & READ!! was a community effort. When the dust settled on the
gridiron, 132 readers, 11 schools and 10 businesses worked together for a combined score of
6,050 books read during the Punt, Pass & READ!! program. The library was also a winner with
a 42% increase in circulation during the first quarter of FY2006.

Working Togdher: A Literature Review of Librariansand Faculty Collaborating to
Promote Information Literacy Skills (19962006). Michad Mounce and Joi Phillips Delta
State University.

Throughout the history of librarianship, academic librarians have been working with
faculty to develop instructional programs for students that would help them become critical
seekers of information. The literature reflects such collaborative efforts that have evolved within
the last ten years from regular bibliographic instruction to web based tutorials. Faculty members
from a variety of disciplines have realized the benefits of collaborating with librarians to create
and monitor student research assignments. As a result, the outcomes have been very positive and
students have learned skills that will help them for the rest of their lives.

Implementing a Content Management System for the Mississippi Library Assodation Web
Site. Molly Signs McManus, MillsapsCollege, Steven Turner, The University of Southern
Mississippi, and Hongyan Sun, Delta State University.

This session will reveal the new MLA Web site which uses a Content Management
System and will use visuals and text to outline the process of choosing, installing, and
implementing the Content Management System. It will include screen shots of the new MLA
Web site, screen shots of the CMS administration and answer the following questions: What is a
Content Management System (CMS)? Why is the MLA Web site moving to a CMS? Which
CMS program is MLA using? How was the MLA CMS set up? How was the MLA CMS
modified to fit the MLA Web site? How will Web editors update the MLA Web site? What new
features can we expect to find on the new MLA Web site? Was the MLA structure changed in
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any way? Was the MLA content rewritten? Feedback from MLA members is desired and a
suggestion box will be provided.

Reaching Out to the Net Generation on Campus:. Promotingthe MSU Librariesin the
Residence Halls. Newkirk Barnes and Gail Peyton, Mississippi State University.

The Reference Department at Mississippi State University (MSU) Libraries maintains an
active Outreach program whose purpose is to promote the Libraries’ resources and services both
on and off campus, and to create and develop partnerships with the University’s various
constituencies. One group the Department targets consistently is undergraduates who live on
campus. These students are part of the “Net Generation,” a demographic characterized by a
heavy reliance on the Internet for all types of information, including scholarly. In order to make
undergraduates more aware of the high-quality online research tools available through the MSU
Libraries, the Reference Department goes directly to the students. Each fall, the Reference
Department provides a Library Orientation for the resident hall staff, encouraging them to
schedule presentations for undergraduates in their respective halls. Throughout the semester, the
Reference Department responds to numerous requests for these presentations, which focus on the
Libraries’ online resources and other services of interest to the “Net Generation.” The
Department evaluates the residence hall visits individually and then assesses the initiative as a
whole at the end of each academic year. This poster session describes the Reference
Department’s outreach to the residence halls in more detail, using both narratives and pictures.
The presenters’ handouts and other supplementary materials highlight the various services
available to undergraduates through the MSU Libraries.

Researching Your Way Out of a Paper Bag: Supporting Research Interestsin an Academic
Library. Jennifer Brannock, Ann Branton, Miao Jin, Diane Ross, Kathleen Wells, and Tisha
Zelner, The University of Southern Mississippi.

In an effort to provide visible support for the research interests of academic librarians at
The University of Southern Mississippi, University Libraries established a research workgroup in
2004. Membership of the Research Work Group include librarians from all areas of
librarianship, who have an avid interest in research, publishing, and grant writing and who want
to foster these interests in our library colleagues. After the RWG was organized, the group wrote
a mission statement to define the focus of the group and set goals for the year; it sponsored a
survey to determine librarian research interests; and it created a webpage of important online
resources which promote and support participation in these research activities. In the interest of
sharing these ideas with the professional membership in Mississippi, particularly academic
librarians in tenure track positions, the Research Work Group will display the different kinds of
information available to librarians who wish to perform research in librarianship, find
appropriate publishing venues, or write a grant which applies new technologies or new
innovative ideas in their libraries. The poster session will also highlight the various activities
sponsored by the Research Work Group. A handout will be available that outlines the steps for
creating a committee focusing on research activities.

Development and Evaluation of an Academic Information Literacy Course. Sharon Daws,
Margaret Sherry Library (Biloxi), and Dr. Teresa S. Welsh, School of Library and
Information Science, The University of Southern Mississippi.

Information literacy was first offered as a course at the University of Southern
Mississippi in the fall of 2004. Developed by the School of Library and Information Science, the
course bears three credit hours and is required for all undergraduates in the university’s College
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of Arts and Letters. The course was designed to incorporate the Information Literacy
Competency Standards for Higher Education of the Association of College and Research
Libraries.

Over the course’s first two semesters, students were asked to complete a survey at the
beginning and end of the course. The thirty-question survey asked students to rate their
perceived level of competency in conducting specific information seeking tasks. Student
responses were compared and used to aid in evaluating the effectiveness of the course’s teaching
methods. Results of the survey showed that while student perceptions of their information
literacy skills improved overall, some course objectives needed more classroom emphasis.

The poster session will provide an overview of the course design, present the results of
the survey, and list changes made as a result of the survey.

Lessons from Hurricane Katrina: Recovering a Research Collection. Jamie Ellisand Jane
Shambra, Biloxi Public Library.

This presentation will encourage visitors to anticipate the problems that arise in the wake
of a disaster and provide methods that promote preparing for such an event. The presenters will
expound upon the approaches used in recovery from the damage inflicted on the collections by
Hurricane Katrina on August 29, 2005. Following this event, our staff acquired new tools and
techniques in the process of rebuilding the collection, and we want to share this information with
the library community because of the inevitability of unexpected disasters.

The session will show our department’s problem solving sequence post-Hurricane
Katrina and will conclude with general disaster recommendations for any library or collection.
In addition, a list of contacts for disaster services and links to further information on the topic
will be provided.

American Radal Stereotypes asSeen Through Sheet Music. Greg Johnson, The University
of Mississippi.

Lyric content and cover art from popular sheet music of the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries gives a glimpse into some prevalent American attitudes toward race. Popular
minstrel and "coon" songs of this period often featured lyrics parodying African American
speech patterns and cultural practices. Sheet music cover art often showcased photographs of
white performers in black face or caricature drawings of African Americans. This poster exhibit
will feature sheet music from the Sheldon Harris Sheet Music Collection housed in the
department of Archives and Special Collections at the University of Mississippi. The display
will exhibit sheet music cover art and lyric content. It will also provide brief histories and
explanations of the minstrel song tradition, minstrel shows, and sheet music publishing around
the turn of the twentieth century.

When Junk Foodis What@ for Dinner: Finding the OWrongOKind of Information On
Purpose. Adrienne Lee, The University of Southern Mississippi.

The Internet yields quick, easy results and is often used as a medical reference tool.
Every good librarian wants searchers to “eat their veggies” by knowing proper search techniques
and how to evaluate their results. But what if the web sites you are searching for are the exact
opposite of credible? What if you want to find reviews, opinions, message boards and blogs that
give first hand accounts about your illness or medication? It can be harder than you think to find
the “wrong” resources and only an experienced researcher would understand how to manipulate
a search tool to get what they need. This poster session will demonstrate methods to find
personal health information for the seeker that already has all the facts. The results of the
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author’s experiments in Google will be displayed as well as tips and “tricks’ to help searchers
find the kind of information they usually need to avoid!

Rebuilding South Mississippi Gulf Coag Libraries For 2020. Edward McCormadk, Allisa
Beck, Elizabeth Doolittle, and Karen Shaw, The University of Southern Mississippi Gulf
Coad.

Hurricane Katrina ripped through Mississippi, Alabama, and Louisiana damaging or
destroying schools and libraries. This project looks at how Gulf Coast libraries learned to deal
with new and unique situations. In some cases, rebuilding has begun. In some cases renewal and
regeneration are happening. This has been an opportunity to plan for 2020 using a blank slate.
Gulf Coast libraries are taking this opportunity to review and rewrite their goals. Academic,
school and public libraries have been visited and surveyed to determine their goals for the
renewal and building. Results are displayed in this exhibit.

16" Annual Poster Session: Poster Session I
Thursday, October 26
9:00 ©10:30 am

Silence Speaks Volumes: How Adoption Adds Atmosphere. Ann lvy King, Jesse Yancy
Memorial Library (Bruce, MS).

Following the devastation of Hurricane Katrina, the Town of Bruce in rural Calhoun
County "adopted" the Town of Purvis in rural Lamar County. The Friends of the Library and
Youth Advisory Council began making plans for the annual Holiday Silent Auction (November -
mid December) and the decision was made to donate all funds raised to the Purvis Public
Library. An additional donation of $1,000 was made in excess of the actual funds raised,
reflecting the generosity and collegiality of the Friends group.

The poster session will display the destruction and recovery of the Purvis Public Library.
A recovery made possible in part by the donation of the Friends of the Bruce Library. In
addition, "how-to" handouts on establishing a Silent Auction including suggestions for making
contacts, sample bid sheets, etc. will be included.

Online Cataloging Toolsvs. Print Cataloging Tools. Miao Jin and Ann Branton, The
University of Southern Mississippi.

Catalogers have different preferences in using electronic or print cataloging tools. Since
most of the cataloging tools are available electronically, library administrators have been facing
the decision of whether they should continue to purchase print cataloging tools. A survey has
been sent out to four Library Association listservs, which include Alabama Library Association,
Louisiana Library Association, Mississippi Library Association, and Southeastern Library
Association. The relationship between cataloging tool preference and the time of cataloging
education received, cataloging experience, as well as accessibility to print and electronic
cataloging tools is analyzed in this study.

Planning for Authority Control. Daisy Cheng, Tina Harry, and Gail Herrera, The University
of Mississippi.

Authority control provides the underlying structure of an online library catalog. Accurate
and up-to-date authority control helps library users effectively and efficiently retrieve what they
are looking for.
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What is authority control? How do you embark on authority control? What are involved
in authority control? Do you do it in-house or contract to a vendor? Who are vendors currently
on the market that provide authority control services? What are options for vendor-supplied
authority services? What can be expected of vendor-supplied authority control, and what must be
done locally to supplement those services?

This poster introduces the underlying concepts of authority control, describes the phases
of authority control, discusses the beauty and pitfalls of vendor-supplied authority control and
provides guidelines and a checklist on authority control for libraries that use Marcive Inc. as their
authority control vendor and Innovative Millennium as their local automated system.

BPHL S Movesto Digital. Rahye Puckett and John Whitlock, Mississippi Library
Commission Blind and Physically Handicapped Library Services.

Early in 2006, the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS),
Library of Congress, completed the third in a series of eight planned usability tests of the digital
talking-book (DTB) system scheduled for release in 2008. Regional libraries in the network, at
the insistence of patrons, began their own introduction to this new type of technology through
commercial sources. Blind and Physically Handicapped Library Services (BPHLS) of the
Mississippi Library Commission joined what is called the Lobe Library, a digital talking book
library consortium which began service July 1, 2003. Eligible residents in Illinois, New Jersey,
Mississippi, Montana, Hawaii, and Idaho participated in a project to provide digital audiobooks
from Audible.com and MP3-type players (OTIS) on loan to readers who currently use audio
cassette talking books. From this early beginning, the technology moved from this somewhat
cumbersome attempt to building an audio book that would actually play itself. It would come
with a story already on it. And thus, the Playaway was born, and another form of digital books
to whet the appetite. Both devices are extremely popular and NLS can’t finish fast enough
according to patron responses. This session will provide a demonstration of digital book
services from commercially available sources offered to print impaired patrons of the Mississippi
Library Commission along with related handouts.

Got Books? Partner ship for Reading: Collaborating for Early Literacy In the Mississippi
Delta. Frieda Quon and Hongyan Sun, Delta State University.

In an effort to provide at-risk children the opportunity to read and own their first new
books, a First Book Advisory Board has been established in Cleveland, MS, the heart of the
Delta. The diverse Board of community and academic leaders consists of established groups
with concerns about literacy; by joining together they are seeking to collaborate rather than
duplicate projects and thereby reaching more children and families. First Book Mississippi Delta
will reach out to literacy programs in schools, libraries, after school programs and other
community based programs to provide books free of charge. The Board is in the process of
planning events to raise awareness of the needs of the community and to raise funds and
distribute books. The new Board already has access to 4,000 books for distribution in the
Mississippi Delta Region.

By partnering with First Book, the Board increased their capacity both financially and
energetically. The national non-profit organization provides an ongoing supply of new books to
children participating in community-based mentoring, tutoring, and family literacy programs.
This session will provide details of the collaboration and programming.



2006 MLA Annual Conference Program Page 6

Library Podcaging BAn Innovative Method for Information Delivery. Barton Spencer,
The University of Southern Mississippi.

In the brief time since the term “podcasting” was coined in 2004, this innovation has
become one of the most exciting methods of information delivery on the Internet. Podcasting is a
cheap, simple and fun way to produce audio (and sometimes video) content that can be easily
pushed to any PC on the planet.

Podcasts are available for every topic and audience imaginable. In the realm of education
podcasts are often being used to archive important presentations or speeches as well as
supplement face-to-face classroom sessions.

Libraries are also jumping on the podcast bandwagon, though not in great numbers yet.
By providing such programs as lectures, library news, book discussions, technology techniques,
and even library tours, libraries can potentially appeal to today’s students by embracing the
technology that many current students enjoy.

This poster session will highlight major podcasting initiatives that several academic and
public libraries have in place across the country. It will also provide information regarding what
podcasts are, how they are created and acquired, and provide links to the library sites that are
leading the way. Finally, a generous number of examples will be offered in order to stir the ideas
of attendees and prove that the library podcasts do not require large budgets or much knowledge
of technology to produce.

ThisisYour University Libraries! Developing an Effective New Student Employee
Orientation and Training Program. Shirlene Stogner, The University of Southern
Mississippi.

The University Libraries at The University of Southern Mississippi employ a large
number of student library assistants, ranging from approximately 60 student assistants during
summer semester and around 70-80 student assistants during fall and spring semesters. Student
employees play an essential role in the operation of the university libraries, often presenting the
first impression of the library a user may have. They routinely interact with university faculty,
staff and students in highly visible public service areas. Establishing an effective new student
employee training program is essential to quality customer service.

The Personnel Development Committee at The University Libraries at USM has
developed a new student employee training program which has evolved over the past three years.
The training takes place during the first few weeks of each semester. The training session is
mandatory for all new student library employees in the university libraries system. Physical
library orientations combined with lecture, a hands-on component and assessment in an
electronic classroom setting involve three or more library faculty serving as instructors. While
the training does not take the place of individual departmental training, it does give each student
a common or core knowledge of library services and resources.

This poster session illustrates the development and implementation of a new student
employee orientation and training program at an academic library. Key components of the

current program at USM and the importance and benefits of quality student training are
highlighted.

Providing Library 101to Distance Education Students. Paula Webb, Delta State University.
Distance Education has forever changed the way that students view universities. In
regard to libraries, a new group of students has been created that has not had adequate training to
use library resources in an effective manner. To address this need, an online for-credit general
education course has been created at Roberts-LaForge Library. LIB 101: Fundamentals of
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Information Literacy offers distance education students an opportunity to learn more about the
research process and how to evaluate information resources. This poster session will describe
the creation of the course and provide examples of training materials.

Gunter Library: Ceebrating 50Y ears of Servicein 2005 Bin Zhang and Joyce Shaw, Gulf
Coag Research Laboratory, The University of Southern Mississippi.

Gunter Library was established by Dr. Gordon Gunter in September 1955. As the library
celebrated 50 years of service to the Gulf Coast Research Laboratory and the State of
Mississippi, a special effort was made to organize archival materials relating to the history of the
library. Archival materials included in the project were: newspaper and magazine articles,
photographs, scrapbooks, quarterly and annual reports, brochures, maps, correspondence, and
reprints of scientific and popular works written by GCRL staff. This poster session will
highlight the 50™ Anniversary through the presentation of library founders, services, and
activities.

Distributed Reference Statistics at The University of Southern Mississippi: The On-line,
Real-time Gathering of Reference Statistics viathe WWW from Disparate Service Areas
and Libraries. Steven Turner, The University of Southern Mississippi.

Reference is performed at the University of Southern Mississippi in a variety of locations
and service desks in Cook Library as well as McCain Archives and the Gulf Coast library. In the
past several years, our librarians have made attempts to define and codify the difference between
reference questions and other types of questions for the purpose of statistical recording and
manipulation. As part of this process, the library's web services area (using open source software
and applications) designed and wrote a custom computer application to record and archive the
questions asked including question type (reference or directional), duration, time of day and date,
in real-time, at the actual point of service. Additionally, since it is a web-based application, its
functionality is available from any service area via the internet. Further, users or managers with
the correct permissions may access a back-end which allows viewing of usage stats from a
calendar interface, and includes the downloading of monthly or daily statistics in a Microsoft
Excel application format.



